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Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series of
lectures on how to conduct family research.

As one of the nation’s premier genealogy institutions,
it is our mission to inform the public about National
Archives holdings that relate to family history and to
make those records available to you.
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About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal
resources at the National Archives and Records Administration
for genealogical research. This year we focus on individuals who
have served our nation in military or civilian service. We also
have a session on how to preserve your own family collections.

National Archives presenters are broadcasting from
Washington, DC; College Park, MD; Denver, CO; and St. Louis,
MO. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced family
historians—all are welcome!
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Join the conversation!

Participate with the presenters and other
family historians during a session’s premiere.

Live Chat on You@UTil)
Log in and type your questions and comments.

Follow us at @USNatArchives on
and join the Genealogy Series conversation
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Show More
* captioning
* handout

* evaluation

Instructions

Join the conversation!

Participate during the live event.

Login to YouTube, and then
type your questions and comments
into the live chat.
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Migrant Farm Workers and the Evolution of Farm Labor Programs in the United States (2021 Feb 10)
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G hivist at the National Archives at College Park, MD, shares federat
records documenting g articipation in U.S. farm labor programs. By

o SHOW MORE

'] n

<ssmnmnn?

JALAREERRR NN,

IIIIII"

eVNEEEEEEEREN,

*

’.IIIIIIIIIIII‘

SAVE

SUBSCRIBE

Chat

* login

* participate

* ask questions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Lo Schedule: May 3-17 ﬁ

May 3 Welcome and Introductions
1p.m. ET

Civilians at War: Records of Participation in U.S. Military Conflicts

May 3

l'Og p.m. ET Claire Kluskens - Subject Matter Expert for Genealogy/Census Related Records and
' Y Digital Projects Archivist from the National Archives in Washington, DC

May 10 Basic Military Records at the National Archives: Revolutionary War to 1917

1p.m. ET John Deeben - Archivist from the National Archives in Washington, DC

Mav 17 National Archives at St. Louis: Understanding the 1973 Fire and Its Impact
ay on Genealogical Research

1p.m. ET

Eric Kilgore - Archives Specialist from the National Archives at St. Louis
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Civilian Conservation Corps Indian Division on the Reservation

May 31
1p.m. ET Cody White - Subject Matter Expert for Native American Related Records and
C an Archivist from the National Archives at Denver
June 7 Accessing and Understanding Korean War Army Unit Records
1p.m. ET Rachael Salyer - Subject Matter Expert in Modern Military Records and an
o Archivist from the National Archives at College Park, MD
Creating Your Own Preservation Survey and Plan for Family
June 14 Collections
1p.m.ET Sara Holmes - Conservator in Preservation Programs from the National
Archives at St. Louis
June 14 .
Closing Remarks
1:55 p.m. ET &
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Basic Military Records at the National Archives:
Revolutionary War to 1917
This presentation outlines basic military records held at the
National Archives Building in Washington, DC. The records cover
the "Old Military" period from the Revolutionary War to 1917 and
are characterized by different types of service, including
volunteer service (state regiments and militias) as well as the
Regular military (Army, Navy, and Marine Corps). Each type of
service was documented differently, but there are also basic
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e Presenter Biography

ARCHIVES

John P. Deeben is an archivist with the
Reference Branch at the National
Archives in Washington, DC. John
provides reference services for Old Army
records from the Revolutionary War to
the early 20th century, and frequently
lectures and writes about federal
records of genealogical interest.
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Research
Services

Basic Military Records at the
National Archives

Revolutionary War to 1917

JOHN DEEBEN
MAY 2023
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Volunteer Service

Old Military Records
NATIONAL | Services 1775—-1912

- Compiled Military Service Records (CMSRs)

Regular Army Service
« Register of Enlistments

U.S. Naval Service
« Rendezvous Reports

Marine Corps
« Service Records (Case Files)
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NATTONAL | Services Compiled Military Service Records
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Created in the 1890s to help the War Department verify service for pension
claims

Compiled from various original sources such as muster rolls, payrolls,
returns, hospital records, and prison records

Arranged by
« War
State
Military unit
Surname (alphabetical)
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(¢, == Compiled Military Service Records

- Revolutionary War, 1775-83*

- War of 1812, 1812-15

 Indian Wars, 1784-1858*

« Mexican War, 184648

- Civil War, 1861-65*

« Spanish-American War, 1898

« Philippine Insurrection, 1899-1902

* records that have been microfilmed and/or digitized
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&, woo - Complled Military Service Records

Basic information about soldiers:
« Full name

- Date(s) of enlistment

« Period(s) of service

« Residence

« Personal description

o Miscellaneous
Pay rates
Special duty assignments
Wounding/death in combat
Hospital/Prisoners of War (POW) records
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NATIONAL | Services 1 Massachusetts Regiment.

ARCHIVES (Revolutionary War.)

@ﬂ):/dﬂw( l @m;é!kg/!__
CARD NUMBERS.

Revolutionary War Compiled Military Service fa==""".
Record (CMSR) of William Graham ——r T

Name: William Graham

Unit: 1 Massachusetts Regiment
War: Revolutionary

Rank: Corporal

Number of personal papers herein_ .. .
s Mok, e O #2376

See also
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Military Service f§=
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Individual documents about specific soldiers filed with their CMSR

Research

Compiled Military Service Records

Services Personal Papers

Enlistment papers

Inventories of personal effects
Final statements of service
Reports of death and interment

Pay and subsistence accounts (earlier wars)
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| corrNTy OF . Crmietorn

| / 2 ,

1, Vol B . ‘74/7&5/0 - vom in_g Hrtosseartrr
e ; // 7 Z
f in the State of /1”(//’ aged 2  Zoe _____years,
7

T —nd-byoccupation.a— ~“ze.+—__do hereby acknowledge to have
§ ; T ? / i S ¢

A voluntarily enlisted this- L2 A% _ day of Tt it
I 18 #7__ as o SoLpiEr in the AmrMy or tHE UNitep Srares oF AMERICA, for the period

of THREE YEARS, unless sooncr discharged by proper authority : Do also agree to
accept such bounty, pay, rations, and clothing, as are, or may be, established by law. And
; and allegiance to the Unitep States or AMEerica, and that I will serve them honestly and

2~ do solemnly swear, that T will bear true faith

faithfully against all their enemies or opposers whomsoever ; and that I will observe and
obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers

appointed over me, according to the Rules and Articles of War. - / ) /
— &y AL A

Sworn and subscribed to, at. ﬂ‘m»uﬂv
this ny of o preave Kor 1548,

eley Mj/ /éﬁZ/,/ / /ﬁ? //v ot /

t T have carcfully examined the above named Recruit, agreeably to the General Regulations

V— - LCERTIFY, ON HONOR,
of the Army, 4id that i mysopinion he is fiee from all bodily defects and mental infirmity, which would, in any way, disqualify
him from performing the duties of a soldier.
' > .
dabict %7/// Frcirsie " 7
Tramining Surgem. R G
’/ / 3
1 CERTIFY, ON HONOR, That1 have minutely m&[vectml the Recrait, /
previously o his enlistment, and that he was entirely sober when enlisted ; that, to the best of my. yuﬂgnment and belfef, he is of 1 e I I a e l O l
lawful age; and that, in accepting him as duly qualified to mrlo!m the d\lh of 1&bo ied soldier, T ha‘v» rictly, observed
the ngulnﬁ/{yi which govern the recruiting service, This soldier hu,_‘g A7 AT ( __lair,
Llas s complezion ; is ,f ek, __inches high. N . 1 1 n ] . C
7 s s cc
Recruiting Oficer. 1 t '[‘ C 1
This bo signed and riptcats, onecapy o b snt 0 the Adta Grmal, gue o i commander of | S eXa S a. U a. r o °
the Regiament, and one copy to be rtained - the copy totho 7 afte Leing signed; the oath
st be swors: aad subseribed {0 beforo any Commissioned Oficer.
L > |
— SN 3
— ’\( ARV i
“ L1 15 <
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M347, Unfiled Papers and Slips Belonging to Confederate Compiled Service
Records

« Not indexed in the State or Consolidated indexes

« A “catch-all” series intended to be with the CMSRs but never filed
« Could not be linked to an established service record

- Insufficient evidence to create a service record
- Some of the papers document civilian service, such as employment as

. Army teamsters or government service
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o | Servies Bookmarks
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File notations listed at the bottom of a soldier’s CMSR jacket

- CB Files—Letters Received, 1863-1894 (RG 94, entry 297)
M1064, Letters Received by the Commission Branch of the Adjutant General’s
Office, 1863-1870

« ACP Files—M1395, Letters Received by the Appointment Commission and Personal

Branch, Adjutant General's Office, 1871-1894

- CT Files—Letters Received (Colored Troops Division), 1863-1888 (RG 94, entry 360)

- EBFiles—Letters Received (Enlisted Branch), 1862-1889 (RG 94, entry 409)

- VS Files—Letters Received (Volunteer Service Division), 1861-1889 (RG 94, entry 496)

- R&P Files—Document Files (Record & Pension Office), 1889-1904 (RG 94, entry 501)
If a file number in this series is not available, an abstract of it may be in the
series “Record Cards, 1889-1904” (RG 94, entry 502)
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Bookmark
example:
CMSR for 2 Lt.

Thomas W. Custer

Thomas W. Custer

NATIONAL ARCHIVES » RESEARCH SERVICES



Research ok 7l S it 4
Services ey ' -

- WS ol
Watkon , Cipt. 2. 1155

Yoboc s . fu‘ :

; ’ ol | &
| 4 Yoss = ¥ g
| ‘B 744 / & (‘(uu( Coul, \ \
> ’( J "‘7\ ‘ s 3 Wor s eph, | ’
) ; | %, ( v N /
B’ 7 V> ) A ~ .
7 / : Ve '&Lc oo ,;(4.\«1 s ol vedals ({,_
’? 2, & 16 | N/ fAArv\w‘ {< O A {' w \S(k (Fr{lv “Hv‘\(‘ offeons :
; : 5 W WNow - Cowa N PO ,»{\ 6\“ S AN Hv_ (

Bookmark

7 A‘ _M ')(({40 »{11&&1 G ey

(\ ““"“AT‘\ s Clea “(“‘&ﬁ (“‘r fv N Ly «’
e ((x‘ 1((1&.4-
Ae [&;‘(\»1 ot Ao as \wm( T

.((&‘\/LY‘ }("(AM AL (A“Anﬂ\" ok New )(,\ah‘ Covelrng ¥y

. DA . 70 ﬂ\\tau; / AHuwaly P.}}vtu Co' i, ‘“;,T;W{; Caoutoqy
example o G o 4 3 Za e s S ATRs e ol " Ned™ ot o
G D, b B el NN E , 3 T o Y T ol ot ) o L S R R iy % clig
CMSR for2Lt. = 8 EEE i
o M it S Bt | S 5 « /W Worlow ¥ Cotf " 3 @
Thomas W. Custer - .~~~ & o it Hisger ¢ CEBY b e et Degers
W e 2 = | 2 o y \/J(‘( . ng- bolle Cey” 1 P 3«‘%‘”7
(VAN "~ 4 I ‘,,'rﬁj" | A 2 A 3 Gl Raed CeD” $ “‘“‘”5('(”(““
K125-VS-1866: bl et G /,f S P 4 NG o ) Y P

Medal of Honor |~ < #oolr mere . - 4
documents @78 - (T T ik el

N AT ONA L SAR CHETVCES = ROES E ARG H S ERNICES



@ ... Compiled Military Service Records
S | services Record of Events
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Carded histories of volunteer organizations

M594, Compiled Records Showing Service of Military Units in Volunteer Union
Organizations

M861, Compiled Records Showing Service of Military Units in Confederate
Organizations

Published in Janet B. Hewett, ed. Supplement to the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies, Part II: Record of Events. 80 vols. Wilmington: Broadfoot Publishing
Co., 19941998

« Record of Event cards filed with CMSRs for the Old Indian Wars (1811-
1858), the Mexican War (1846-1848), the Spanish-American War (1898),
and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902)

- Volunteer organizations from the post-Revolutionary period (1784-1811)
and the War of 1812 (1812-1815) have “Caption Cards.”
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Record of Event
cards for the 83rd
Pennsylvania
Infantry during the
Gettysburg
campaign
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NArionAL | Services Register of Enlistments

ARCHIVES

« Basic source to document service in the Regular Army
© 1798-1914

« Available on microfilm as M233, Register of Enlistments in the U.S. Army,
1798-1914

« Arranged by
o Year of enlistment
o Alphabetically (first letter of surname)
o Chronologically by date of enlistment
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(o s Register of Enlistments

Basic information about soldiers:

« Rank

« Physical description

« Occupation

« Date and place of birth
« Date of enlistment

« Unit assignment

« Term of service

« Discharge information
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The original paper contract to serve in the U.S. Army, signed by the
recruit. The War Department retained the original copies on file.

Organized in two subseries covering the periods 1798-July 14, 1894,
and July 15, 1894—-October 31, 1912

- Enlistment Papers, 1798-0ct. 31, 1912 (RG 94, entry 91)

- Enlistment Papers of Indian Scouts, 1866-1914 (RG 94, entry 92)
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Enlistment
Papers for
Alfred Pride:
Jacket and 1878
Enlistment
(front side)

\\/

Mo AbT -

Years 1868.
PRIDE, ALFRED
Record and Date. Remarks.
Date of Enlistment No. obE P Organizations

Co. Regt.

Feha..10,..1868 26 B 10 Cav,
Feb,..11,..1873 42 B 10 Ca,
Foby-.11,..1878 L4 ¥ 24 Cey
March..10,..1883 68 K 9 Ca.
Narch. 10,..1888 61 X 9 Ca,
Narch 10, 1893 | 97 K 9 Ul

Prior service; Enl.

R T A

D. & A. card.
Cert. of Disability .
Inv. of Effects ..
Report of Death ...
F. S. & disposal of
Index cerd;
Notation cards.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

OATH OF ENLISTMENT AND ALLEGIANCE.

h
stn%i L icag—
et~
Forwn- of . Leat

1 el _M st ZWK i

the State of 2 . . ad.l

7 ccupaLion.a I
" D0 HEREBY AGKNOWLEDGE to have voluntuily re-enlisted this . %«M(ﬂ’@«hy

of _MMMZ .., 187 ¥ as o SOLDIER in the ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

for the period of FIVE YEAR§gaunless soofier discharged by proper outhority: And do also agree to

accept from the United States such bounty, pay, rations, and clothing as are or may be established by

law.  And T do solemmly swear, that T am ZZZzepo=orp(3 %) yoars and =

months of age, and know of no impediment to my serving honestly and faithfully as a Soldier fu ﬁ\o

years under this enlistment contract with the United States. And T, 2«&@

do also solemnly swear, that T will bear true faith and allegiance to (]u UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

and that T will serve them Lonestly and faithfully against all their enemies or opposers whomsoever ; and

that T will observe and obey the orders of the President of the United Stal

and the orders of the officers
appointed over me, according to the Rules and Articles of War.

‘.;1//«/[ L'/yf—f

s l, ina T e
/Cé//z(& 2 72 73/////¢f
ZM/A/z.z/,//f;

Zr ;) GT}
SRy

2 ot

United States Armny.
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Enlistment
Papers for
Alfred Pride:
1878
Enlistment
(back side)

e

o 1o el /

Re-enlisted in Company (ﬁ
227 7. TRegiment of _. /(/414%
. at .//1:4'/ e e z %, on
this /£ day of... k zeey, 187 5/
by L2 7. g¢¢ 2 -/5107/:[

D

-ﬁ»/fﬂ g-enlistment ; last served in Company CZB,L
L0 4. Reg't of Z/?“Zaftba’dj
e - JE e
Discharged »/,,?:,’A,’ ttey A77,18 7
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NATIONAL | Services Personal Papers

ARCHIVES

Similar to Volunteer records, intended to be filed with Regular Army
enlistment jackets that were never created. Papers remained
separate files.

Personal Papers, 1812-1912 (RG 94, entry 94)
Certificates of Disability, 1812—-1899 (RG 94, entry 95)

Final Statements, 1862-1899 (RG 94, entry 96)
Available digitally on www.fold3.com
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E96 - Final Statement of
Service and Record of
Death and Interment for
Private John D. Boyer,
Co. B, 10th U.S. Infantry

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -
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3 nrtim, That Dol / e

Vli“ @mw_f,ﬁ_‘ ey oloeine Oj,wdx Regiment
Wl’“’ L/hm ., in the State of @f‘ijwh
... feet ,SWM, . inches lngh, Jm

of Captain L&

born in

 complexion,

7, and by profession .. was enlisted

es, .ﬁfd/m
(oot~ EW({}’V‘ ot HNoossaslosa, & /Wz; % day
e und‘% Aoaac=.to sorvo fo Ml
on of

and is now entitled to a discharge by roas Q. A h.
f{op dseete (Qed~19 Chly O e L, Smum%wu e/
#mluvmmdﬁ e R g

The said waua%c Ghn @ Brgpr—
simaie to include the J qmﬂ_ rl/bUr‘ day

cighteen hundred and ~, and has pdy due from that

was last paid by

Posmastor Ve,

of M~
s

timo to & c./ﬁbf%fﬂ}//"{@gh‘lﬂl%

Ho has been drawing $<- per month for . re-cnlistment, under sec. 2, act of Aug. 4, 1854.

There is due to him(Yx, dullaralf il
There is duo to him MMWW 32975 dollars retained bounty.

There is due to him T uunm on account of clothing not drawn in kind.
He is indebted to the United Stai
Ho is indobted to the United States

52 aollars rotained pay.

dollars on acoount of oxtra clothing.

laundress

He is indebted to
at Ne——— a7 dollars.

——

- P v
Tlie cost of the ration at this post is

e %@w\fk day

GIVEN in duplicate at

e it

Commanding Company.

[A. 6.0, No. 4. | .

i .

No. 2.
RECORD OF DEATH AND INTERMENT.

[ T ol
Name-snd-numberof-person-interred|-— 2. /ﬁff» 3

‘ Number and locality of the grave . -

7//»04 i
/i“"’&/é’ A//” 44/ 47/

| | Hospital number of the decensed

| Regiment, rank, and company . . + . {

s

| -
| Residence b«,fo)n enlistment . . . . . | ///(, vl w (<
| | | W
i Conjugal condition, (and if married, Sirig
| ‘ 7
| the residence of the widow) .

et s }WMW / p/{ J”a; /

. {Age of the doceased. + . o 1. .. V74 livry
| ! ( Nativity . + ! 222N Ll
Roforences and: remarks -+~ -+ At 0‘04/764 By
| | } "z/rw,/u/m L
; ‘ Date of death-and burial. . + . . . . }Qj’w @e//f/ //Jf/ %/4/1414/ @aJﬂgg -

[A duplicate of this Record has been forwarded to the Sexton, and another remains at this Hospital.]

|

|
a ! SIr:
It becomes my duty to inform you that the person above described died at this Hospital as herein stated

| and that it is desired his remains should be interred with the usual military honors.

SR 0>

777777 Josd Swymm U. 8. drmy.

“

Respectfully,

J 7 ~
y
| Mivmay HosPlTAL,-QizM%n %&/MT g 2

the grave have been ascertained and rogistered,  The above notification is to remain attached.
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U.S. Navy Service
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&_\\f > Research

NAToNAL | Services Rendezvous Reports, 1846-1891

ARCHIVES

Weekly reports from the recruiting officers

Indexes:

- T1098 for before and after Civil War (1846-61, 1865-1884)
« T1099 for Civil War service (1861-1865)

M1953, Weekly Returns of Enlistments at Naval Rendezvous
(“Enlistment Rendezvous”), January 6, 1855-August 8, 1891
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(L oo Rendezvous Reports

Basic information about sailors:

« Name of sailor

« Date and term of enlistment
- Rating (rank)

« Previous naval service

« Usual place of residence

« Place of birth

« Occupation

« Personal description

« Permanent marks or scars
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- Marine Corps Service
S R Service Records, 1798-1895

ARCHIVES

Alphabetical Card List of Enlisted Men of the Marine Corps, 1798-
1941 (RG 127, Entry 75)

Serv1ce Records of Enlisted Men, 1798-1895 (RG 127, Entry 76)
Enlistment/reenlistment papers
Conduct record
Descriptive list
Notice of discharge
Medical surveys
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do acknowledge that @ have voluntarily enlisted myself to serve four years in the Marine
Corps of the UNITID STATES unless sooner discharged, upon the terms mentioned in
the 11th day of July, I798, entitled “An act for establishing and organizing
" also the act passed the 2 day of March, 1833, entitled “An act to im-
Research o the condition of the non-commissioned Officers and Privates of the Army and Marine
: Corps of the United States, and to prevent desertion ;” also the act passed 30th June, 1834,

2 Services entitled “An act for anization of the United States Marine Corps;” and also

N ATIONAL ﬂ;‘(‘b‘\ " ﬂfg the s ﬁh, 1 LZT,‘IcilltiCl]t\,\lll:;;!r] JLCL t: pr “(‘:Lfm; the culis.ﬁvment‘
of boys for d to extend the te i enlistment of seamen;” and
ARCHIVES :

Tebruary, 20, 1845, entiled “An sct fo amend an act entitled “An ack to provide for the
I enlistment of boys for the Naval scrvice, and to extend the term of the enlistment of

scamen, ” and also the 9th s sed March 5, 1 propriations
for the Naval servico for the year ending the 30th of and that I have ha
read to me the Rules and Arficles of the Army and ) st Mutiny and Deserti

AVitness wy vana, tiis T dizalh
Y/

> Presence of—

J(_)np/(// ’7”//

8, Wi Gasion

[ do solemnl; car or affirm, (as the case may be) that I will bear true alle

ance to the
e them honestly and faithfully against all
y the order of the President of
over me, according to the Rules

of the Urnited States.  And furs
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@ééﬁ,w;/ el

United States of America, and that I will &
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| the United Sta { the officers appoint:
| and Articles for the government of the Army and Na
ther, that T am of the full age of  Jy €1

‘,; { 41 U 11 U L L -
207 (/[“ 707 (z]u'im.’/';lz&rn in the /é Ylale,
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i Y enlisted /97 Qpcein ey
Tnelrnovth, N, 76 o four years, ty ff/// g9 "//
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roun hairy

MARKS

A : 20
| (///U///( s O Volwndicr.
| Tbas Servech en Uio Cen
1 Certily, That the alove recruitis free from bodily Mzm and

Enlistment paper for John Easton,
deessesas JH5%, | December 15, 1864

s qualified to perform
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Muster Rolls

1 k\_‘\:f < Research

e | s U.S. Volunteers, 1775-1902

ARCHIVES

The muster rolls of U.S. volunteer organizations provide information
by company for each unit, showing their locations or duty stations
during each reporting period, and the names of individuals who had
enlisted, deserted, died, or been discharged.
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Rolls exist for specific conflicts:

M246, Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-
1873 (available on Fold3)

War with Northwest Indians, 1790-95
(RG 94, entry 54)

War of 1812 (RG 94, entry 55)

Various Indian Wars and Other

Incidents Requiring the Employment
of Troops, 17941858 (RG 94, entry 56)

Civil War, Mexican War, Creek War,
Cherokee Removal, and Other Wars,
1836-1866 (RG 94, entry 57)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES -

Muster Rolls
U.S. Volunteers, 1775-1902

Confederate Muster and Pay Rolls,
1861-65 (RG 109, entry 18)

Spanish-American War (RG 94, entry
58)

Muster Rolls of Volunteer
Organizations: Philippine
Insurrection, 1899-1901 (RG 94, entry
59)

Muster Rolls of the Puerto Rico
Regiment, U.S. Volunteers, 1899-1901
(RG 94, entry 60)
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Muster roll for
Boude’s
Company,

5th Pennsylvania
Line, April 1779
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e Muster Rolls

k‘\ % Research

NATTONAL | Services U.S. Regular Army, 1784-1912

ARCHIVES

The muster rolls of Regular Army organizations include field units
(infantry, cavalry, and artillery), general service recruits,
detachments doing recruiting service, other detachments; Indian
scouts, Philippine scouts, prisoners, and other miscellaneous groups
organized by location.

Post-Revolutionary War Papers, 1784-1815 (RG 94, entry 19)
This series includes muster and payrolls for portions of the Regular Army that existed
from the end of the Revolutionary War to the organization of the Legion of the
United States in 1792.

Muster Rolls of Regular Army Organizations, 1784-0ct. 31, 1912 (RG 94, entry
53)
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Forsyth’s Company, 1st U.S. Riflemen,
September—-October 1811
(back)
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Muster Rolls

Research

oLy | Services U.S. Navy/Marine Corps, 1798-1900

ARCHIVES

T829, Miscellaneous Records of the Office of Naval Records and
Library

Rolls 1—-12 for muster rolls of ships, 1813-1859

Rolls 13-140 for combined muster-payrolls of ships, ca. 1798-1847
Rolls 142-164 for lists of personnel at U.S. Naval stations, ca. 1803-
1839

Rolls 165-172 for muster rolls of Naval and Marine Corps Personnel
at Confederate Shore Establishments, June 1861—Feb. 1865

Rolls 175-191 for lists of personnel at Navy yards, ca. 1805-1840
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W\ | Research
=36

=SS ervices U.S. Navy/Marine Corps, 1798-1900

ARCHIVES

Muster Rolls of Navy Ships, Jan. 1, 1860-]June 9, 1900 (RG 24, entry 132)
Available digitally in the National Archives Catalog

Muster Rolls, Payrolls, and Related Records of Confederate Vessels, May 1861-
March 1865 (RG 45, entry 651)

Muster Rolls, Payrolls, and Related Records for Marine Detachments of the
Confederate States Navy, July 1861—Dec. 1864 (RG 45, entry 655)

T1118, Muster Rolls of the U.S. Marine Corps, 17981892,

T977,U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1893-1958
T1118 and T977 both available digitally on Ancestry.com
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Muster roll of U.S. Marine [
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Muster roll for USS
Hartford, front cover
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Muster roll for USS
Hartford, August-
September, 1864
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NATIONAL | Services Access Policy

ARCHIVES

The National Archives in Washington, DC (Archives 1) Reference Branch is the custodian of United States
Army muster rolls from the Revolutionary War through 1916, both Regular Army and Volunteer units.
This branch also holds muster rolls of the Confederate States Army. Without exception, all the muster
rolls are fragile, and many are in poor physical condition. To better preserve them, this branch has
initiated the following policies for their use:

« Muster rolls can be pulled for viewing in the Research Room only if the information sought by the researcher is
unavailable in other records or publications, and if the staff determines that pulling the muster rolls in
question will not cause further deterioration.

« Photocopying of muster rolls is prohibited under all circumstances.

« Non-flash photography of muster rolls may be permitted upon approval by the staff in the Research Room.
Flash photography is never allowed.

« Digitization of muster rolls is permitted only after the records have undergone appropriate conservation
treatment.
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@ | Regimental Records
St | Services Volunteer Organizations

ARCHIVES

- Book Records of Volunteer Organizations: Mexican War, 1846-48 (RG 94, entry 111)

- Regimental Books of Volunteer Organizations: Civil War (Union), 1861-65 (RG 94,
entries 112-115)

- Regimental and Company Books of Volunteer Organizations: Spanish-American War,
1898 (RG 94, entry 116)

- Regimental and Company Books of U.S. Volunteer Organizations: Philippine
Insurrection, 1899-1901 (RG 94, entry 117)

- Regimental and Company Books of U.S. Volunteer Organizations: Puerto Rico, 1899-
1901 (RG 94, entry 118)
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Regimental Records

. k_\“% Research : )
NATIONAL | SerVices Volunteer Organizations

ARCHIVES

Regimental books can include the following types of records:

Regimental letter books

Regimental and company order books
Regimental descriptive books

Regimental and company morning reports

May also include clothing books, guard reports, account books, sick
reports, court-martial books, and books concerning furloughs and
absences. The extant books for each organization vary.
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St ¥ | services Regimental Descriptive Books

ARCHIVES

- Arranged alphabetically by state, then by arm of service, then numerically by unit

- Regimental and company rolls in book form

« Personal descriptions of members for each company

- Regimental rosters of commissioned and noncommissioned officers by rank; lists
provide the name, rank, date of promotions, transfers, resignations, or death of
officers

- Company descriptive books contain lists of commissioned and noncommissioned

officers, enlisted men, and men transferred or discharged; registers of deaths; lists of
deserters
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Records of United States Army Commands, 1784~-1821 (Record
Group 98)

« Records of field establishments of the U.S. Army
o Departments, Districts, Divisions, Posts, and Units

« Orderly books, Company books, Morning Reports, and other
miscellaneous returns
o Artillery (Corps of Artillery)
o Cavalry (Dragoons)
o Infantry
o Riflemen
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Records of United States Regular Army Mobile Units, 1821- 1942
(Record Group 391)

- Artillery (regiments, field batteries, Coast Artillery Companies, and U.S.
Army mine planters)

 Cavalry (Dragoons)

- Infantry

- Engineers (Sappers/Miners/Pontoniers)

Records can include regimental headquarter administrative records (letters,
orders, unit histories) and company/battalion records (descriptive books,
rosters, returns, muster rolls)
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Carded Medical Records (CMR) provide information about wounds, injuries, sicknesses,
hospitalizations, and deaths.

The CMR were mostly transcribed from the hospital registers of sick and wounded
- Field Records of Hospitals, 1821-1912 (RG 94, entry 544)

The CMR may include some or all the following information: name, rank, organization,
complaint, date of admittance and name of hospital to which admitted. Remarks also
noted: date returned to duty, deserted, discharged, transferred to another hospital,
furloughed, or died.

Records dated 1894 and later may also include race, birthplace, date of enlistment, and
complications.
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Carded records of Patients, Williamsville Hospital, New York, War of 1812 (RG
94, entry 532)

Carded Medical Records of Officers, 1861—-1865 (RG 94, entry 533A)

Carded Medical Records of Volunteer Soldiers in the Mexican and Civil Wars
(RG 94, entry 534)

Records for selected regiments are available digitally in the National Archives Catalog

Carded Medical Records, Pioneer Corps, 1861-1865 (RG 94, entry 537)

Medical cards for Confederate soldiers, Spanish-American War, and Philippine
Insurrection are filed with the individual CMSRs.
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Regular Army, 1821-1884 (RG 94, entry 529)

Regular Army, 1894-1912 (RG 94, entry 530)

Hospital Stewards, Noncommissioned Staff Officers, and Musicians, 1821-

1884 (RG 94, entry 538)

Contract and Dental Surgeons, 1898-1912 (RG 94, entry 539)

Marine Corps, 1821-1884 (RG 94, entry 533)

Gunboat and Naval Service, 1861-1865 (RG 94, entry 536)
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Basic Military Records at the
National Archives

Revolutionary War to 1917

Session Handout

Questions?
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https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2023/2023-05-10-deeben-handout

@*‘ After the broadcast... W
Email questions to
inquire@nara.gov

g ™

Video recordings of lectures and
downloadable handouts
will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2023
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We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short
evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the
quality of our services and plan future programs.

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
. J
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Thank You
Genealogy

Series Team!

Presenters

Claire Kluskens
Cody White
Eric Kilgore

John Deeben

Rachael Salyer

Sara Holmes

Production

Alexis Van Dyke
Amber Forrester
Andréa Matney
Erin Townsend
Jamie Atkinson
Jason Winston
Julie Reid
Miriam Kleiman
Rudregus Davis
Sasa Simic
Vernon Smith

Communication

Cara Lebonick
Hilary Parkinson
Laura Sheehan
Mary Ryan
Victoria Macchi

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




=
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

KNOW YOUR RECORDS

National Archives and Records Administration

Educational resources on how to access and conduct
research using U.S. federal government records held at
the National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and Handouts on Youl[1[13
Playlists: Civilian Service and U.S Veterans
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http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLugwVCjzrJsXAcWizg9zc381Ep2IHJcca
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLugwVCjzrJsXntJwG6BFt4C7hnpK5ztaH
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Know Your Records in Autumn 2023

Thursday Sound Recordings of the World War Il Era

August 10 Ashley Behringer - Archivist from the National Archives at
1p.m.ET College Park, MD

Wednesday The Records of the Provost Marshal General and Enemy Prisoners
September 13  of War Held in the United States during World War 11

lp.m.ET Rachael Salyer - Subject Matter Expert in Modern Military Records

and an Archivist from the National Archives at College Park, MD
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Questions & Answers in Chat X

Please stay if you have questions.

Although this concludes the video portion of
the broadcast, we will continue to take your
questions in chat for another 10 minutes.
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