The Charters of Freedom
Documents

Evidence and Examination
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Declaration of Independence
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The BIll of Rights
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Axillae marks
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Constitution: central pinhole & slit




Constitution: vertical slits




Maryland Ratification of the
Constitution




The Scribes

* Timothy Matlack
« Jacob Shallus

« Willlam Lambert



~ Rule lines for the scribes




Ink smears, spatter, splotches
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Erasures and corrections
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Evidence of rolling and folding
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Engrained dirt and grime

[T CON CRESG iy 0

« Handprint
« Random marks
* Possible printer’s ink



Evidence of trimming



Ragged edge




Evidence of mounting

 Y-shaped punctures
« Adhesive for mounting
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Evidence of mounting

e Corner torn on -

Declaration in ;
previous drum mount |
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Insect feeding




Examination

Decisions about
treatment steps

Baseline
measurements for the
future

Overlay maps for
future reference

Measuring thickness
& dimensions




Ink characterization
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Ink condition




Securing the Ink

* Removing the cover
glass

~* Checking for any Ink

L flakes




Ink consolidation




Ink 1dentification

« Samples from
nontextual ink spatter

 |ndicator paper for
presence of Fe +2




Parchment testing

« Baseline data

 Comparative state of
preservation of the
various parchments

« Shrinkage
Temperature
z ~ determinations

« Gregory Young,
Canadian
Conservation Institute
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Condition of the Declaration

fe O RESS, Ty a0

e Early accounts

e 1817 Richard Rush,
Acting Secretary of
State

« 1819 John Quincy
Adams, Secretary of
State
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Light damage?



ignatures
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Tyler and Binns engravings
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UV photography




The Declaration of Independence

lx” CUN CRESS Sy L7 [xn CONGRESS, Juy 4 .
{',;

R obs < CETOI it s Titess 07 S IVCL GRS Ofie ittt mons Declarafion g sue o Dfates of SYnrerica,

—\
When




Acknowledgements

For help in preparing this talk, we thank the
following colleagues

Jana Dambrogio
Michelle Facini
Margaret Kelly
Kathleen Ludwig
Earl McDonald
Susan Page
Susan Peckham
Jeffrey Reed



	Slide 1: The Charters of Freedom Documents
	Slide 2: Declaration of Independence
	Slide 3: The U S Constitution page 1
	Slide 4: The Bill of Rights
	Slide 5: Axillae marks
	Slide 6: Constitution: central pinhole & slit
	Slide 7: Constitution: vertical slits
	Slide 8: Maryland Ratification of the Constitution
	Slide 9: The Scribes 
	Slide 10: Rule lines for the scribes
	Slide 11: Ink smears, spatter, splotches
	Slide 12: Erasures and corrections
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Evidence of rolling and folding
	Slide 15: Engrained dirt and grime
	Slide 16: Evidence of trimming
	Slide 17: Ragged edge 
	Slide 18: Evidence of mounting
	Slide 19: Evidence of mounting 
	Slide 20: Insect feeding
	Slide 21: Examination
	Slide 22: Ink characterization 
	Slide 23: Ink condition
	Slide 24: Securing the ink
	Slide 25: Ink consolidation
	Slide 26: Ink identification
	Slide 27: Parchment testing
	Slide 28: Previous exhibition sites
	Slide 29: Condition of the Declaration
	Slide 30: Light damage?
	Slide 31: Signatures
	Slide 32: Water damage
	Slide 33: Tyler and Binns engravings
	Slide 34: UV photography
	Slide 35: The Declaration of Independence
	Slide 36: Acknowledgements

