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.A. ,\ K I]
Review of Selected Items in the '
Lee Harvey OSWALD F11e~Regard1ng Allega— i
tions of CASTRO Cuban:- Ingolvement in the !
John F. KENNEDY Assassmnatlon )

SUBJECT

REFERENCE : -Letter by, Dav:.d B Be>11n to

Mr, E ’Henry Knoche, 15 April 197s, :
1”3 (geggrdlng Public Statement |
by CASTRY, Qc@, attached . N

BACKGROUND

l. On Saturday evening, 7 September 1963,

Fidel CASTRO appeared at . a Brazilian Embassy reception in

Havana; eéven more unusual, CASTRO submitted to an 1nformal
b SN

interview by the Assoc1ated Press correspondent,

Daniel HARKER.

2. HARKER's 1nterv1ew reached New~York on Sunday,
8 September, and was in prlnt throughout the country on
Monday, 9 September. There~can be.no question from the
facts surroundlng the CASTROGapgéarance, which had not been
expected, and his agreement to the interview, that this

———

event represented a more-than-ordlnary attempt to get a

message on the record in the United States.

———

memonweTgy 0 o
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3. CASTRO's statements to HARKbg\covered a range of
tOplCS but dealt prlnc;pally W1th A%eglcan political

'leadership, in partlcular Presadeﬁt KENNEDY, whom he ex-—
corlated in extraordfnazmlgxﬁig~ggkgéye_jg§h;on

= “V
(" ... KENNEDY is 5:525@%%2::" ... the BATISTA of his

times ... the most opportunistic Ame:ican President of

all time ..."),

4. The 1nterV1ew also contained an uncompllmentary
reference to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay in signing
the limited nuclear test ban., ‘There were dlfferences in

\

the replay by United States newspapers like the

New York Tlmes and Washlngton papers, w1th a result that -

CASTRO's message was 51gn1f1cantly modulated -
S. In New. Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD resided
M

until the mlddle;of Séptember 1963, the HARKER story
appeared in the pr1nc1gal mornlgg pagen. tnelemes—Plcayune,

on Monday, 9 Se €rp—~page—7, under a three—column head-

line: "CASTRO Blasts Raids on Cuba. Says U.S. Leaders

Imperiled by aid to Rebels." The story followed under the
HARKER by-line: ' |
"Havana (AP) = Prime Minister
Fidel Castro said Saturday night: 'u.s..
leaders would be in danger if they helped

in any,attempt to do'awgy with leaders of "

REPRODUCTIOM Ry
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SeE=C=TE . .
"Bitterly denouncing what he called !

recent U.S. prompted raids on Cuban terri-

tory, Castro Saldi;RkWQ;Hre Prepared ;;W

/

1ght5themvandfans5e? in kind. U.S. leaders ?

oy ;

e .
should thxnh§§§at if they are aiding terror- ' :
4/ ' 3

ist plans eliminate Cuban leaders, they

themselves will not be safe. '

e’

" ... World affairs .;. seemed to be
entering a more peaceful climate a few days
ago, but now this trend has changed with
attacks.-

. "'The U S. is always ready: to negotiate
and make promises which later 1t Will not honoxr.
This has happened to promises made durlng the
October crisis. They have been broken as can
be seen with new attacks.

"'But I warn this is leading to a very
dangerous situation that could lead to a worse
crisis than October's ...'v

6. The New York Times, in its coverage on 9 September,

used a UPI Wire service report which omitted any reference

to the warning and threat which gave the interview its real

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated re-

write (9 September, page A-7) which, similarly, omitted

an z reference to the main thrust of CASTRO's remarks.

»

. - .
YN d
‘LLCIFQG

TERmveTy 0

< PAGE 65 -_.of 212
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'.The Evening Star of Washangton, D. C., printed_the HARKER

story nearly in 1ts entarety in the second section of the

paper (9—Septembe1:.1963_y age B- 4) and reworded the content

of the HARKER-lntenyfew, plac1ng the emphasis on the po- ' ;

N x\.\~\o
litical asﬁé: - in partlcular, highlighting the GOLDWATER !

to

elements and burying CASTRO's warning to the United States

leadership in the niddle of the piece.

7. There is no evidence in the files on\the KQEEED¥3

assaSSLnatIo§>that this CASTRO interview was considered in

follow1ng up leads or in deallngs with the Warren Comm1551on

and its staff although Mexico Statlon specifically dlrected

Headquarters attentlonrtg,thegNLJUxuuLﬂﬁxx;ﬁhh£$lx“§fter

the Dallas killing. More 1mportant,‘the interview appears
\\

to have been forgotten in the contemporary polltlcal consid-

eration of relations with CASTRO's Cuba. There is no evidence

-

in the Agency records, either, that-the Warren Commission

staff 1tself pursued the implication of the CASTRO interview

in dealing with the conspiracy hypothesis. There is no

e

evidence in the files that anything along these lines was

- stated by any other Cuban leader beforé the assassination.

8. The purpose of this review, undertaken at Mr. Belin's
request, is to reconsider .Lee Harvey OSWALD'S act1v1ty on the
assumption that as. an avid newspaper reader'~ which we know’ |
from testlmony of Marina OSWALD and others - he read the

CASTRO warning and threat as reported above. The-results,

. 4

C2C1e35
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" of the review, admitted Y heavily using the 20--.20 quality
of hindsigh;iﬁﬁéy-beﬂ;§§§ylated in Summary:

' . A ’ .
&,  There 1s no increment of Credible

o There'is N

eéiéénbet\épglyfhg this phrase stfictly, of :

! \’ R \_‘. \ AN . ] . .
Soviet agdybr Cuban Political, intelligence

—— !

- or Security service involvement in the as-

Sassination to what wag developed ang con- : ’

sidered by the Warrep Commission and its

staff. The Commission'sg finding that - . ¥
Lee Harvey OSWALD»was the killer of |

'stands. _ _ (?5- _
b, v redig;gmggidénce” that woulg
upset or significantly modify this judgement

Commission were minimal in quantity ang
quality, designed to cover up any aﬁmissions
6f knowledge of, or connection with, OSWALD
which might be related directly or indirectly<
with the assassination, Therefore, the belief

that there ywas Soviet and/or cubap (KGB_apnd/oxr

DGI) connection witp OSWALD will persist and

S

‘ .. "

]

EHE LT
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==~ --grow until there«ﬁh;§been a8 full disclosure !-
by these gqyefﬁﬁen£s¢gf all elements of j

. . ~ - M“Ac:w ‘
OSFVMD',%fﬁ'andnng.1\§@3 tay in the Soviet Uniop ,?
R NN : : .

SRR aid % —— N, ' ‘l

and Ris Contadts in Mexicg City. fThe - |
SNC MY — |

~ PR NAXIVES a |
Warran Cgmg§§shon report should have left a !-

. N . . e B
wider "window" for this contingency. That, : ;

Ponent in'thevCIA in 1964. fAs was indicated |
by Mr. Helms in his testimony before the . , ;
: N\ :
. N
Warren Commission, c1a would continue.ﬂ5g§5

i

regard this aspect of the OSWALD case &sy,ﬁ\\ f
byq b . . - >7‘m%§§-
still open. : C oA RO

i

NN

€. In the absence Of,qéaitiéngiﬁbgﬁnew
SedLtional e

. i LA . NN N -

. NGO NSNS
elements of "credible" evéésgﬁe, 2 are S
)

"nuances" in the record that emeXge as note-

worthy, in the light of other conclusions.

g .

d. CASTRO's warning and threat of

7 September 1963-£§§f OSWALD did indeed read

NS

Investigation of the As%assination of President John F.
KENNEDY. Hearings Before the President's Comnission on the
Assassination of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964},
Hereafter'01ted'asvHearings, Vol. V., pp. 120 <~ 129, Sece
éspecially p, 124 - - delms: 'Yes, 1 would assume

the case could never be closed. " -

° R 6

S Eee-rTT

B

' C(.”;Oi.f‘.";i
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: ) Pa |
it in New Orleansffémw t be considereg oEN\\\ o i

great significaﬁceiiﬁlthe'light of the \
pathological evolution of OSWALD's pPassive/ \ . ’

-

agggeeeiye*makeup after his attempt to ki1l

sefvice in.El Toro,'California. CASTRO's
warning ang threat, given to AP corres-
pondent HARKER, irrespective of whether
there was any formal mandate,Aor even
security Service contact with'QSWALDrl

by the Cubans or the'RussianS'~wﬁas an act

CASTRO's Cuba._ DELGADO was Probably the clqsest Peer group

PRODUCTIOY =~ - -

pacz 69 o 212 ;

PofBTR) 88
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: T ‘
member to QSWALp'during his Specialist training period

at El Toro'Ma;i;afCo;p§§pase December 1958 - September 1959,
The Warréﬁf¢;?@£%§?¢?§%§b°rt takes note of this:
<>1A"OSW§\LD\S§I/5 DELGADO that he was in

t C;ﬁ¢§&§§é§ﬁgan diplomatic officials in
this codﬁ%ry, which DELGapo at fiist'took

e

to be 'one of his lies, but later : ’ f
: |
believed, 'v2 i

10. Actually DELGADO's testimony Says a lot more of j

Possible operational Significance thap is reflected by the '

Ty -

language of the report, and itg imQ;iMAM;og§ do not aépear )
R e T e T TSy ;7&%

the Cubang starts with a queétign marﬁ;ﬂl

B

nim u.s. - Cuban

11, The Period was one of transitio

relations after CASTRO's takeover, OSWALD, ang DELGADO at

- the Outset, were CASTRO Supporters, OSwALD being particu-

larly keen about how to get to the island. DELGADO testji-
"e.. I didn't know what to tell him, so

IAtold_him'the.best thing Ehat I know was to

2 . _ S o -
Report to the President'g Commission on the Assassination.

Oof President John F, KENNEDY (Washington, 1964), hereafter
cited as Report, p. 687. .

S E-G—R—gp

CCCiess

ey 0 ]
PROAIBITED o melo w2t

MW 55924 Docld:32352854 Page 9




P

S REPRODUCTION
PROIBITED

r B | |

so tbggéaeéh'fi%%&gﬂbversion Or malintent,
you kﬁgg? ;é?ggﬁg't know what fo answer him. /
I told'him to see then, , _ | !
| "After a while he'told e he was jip -

| éontact with thenm .., B : N\

" <. I seen this enveiépe in hisffdggs?> ‘ !
locker, wall-locker, ang it was adg;&gsgd £o77\ ;
him,-and‘they had an official sgéiign\i;; éédV/
;g far as I.cou;d recollgétQS@%EJQQ;Ré%%;?g}om

Los Angeles, and pe was tel) q:i.":‘""":a-was
a Cuban Consul. apg just after he started
receiving these letters - yoﬁ'sée, he woulg
never go out, but stay near thé post all'the
time .;.

' " «.. he hag one visitor after he started
receiving letters he had one visiter., 1t was
3 man, because 1 got the call from the mp
guard shack, gnaﬁthei gave me a calj that
dSWALD had{d:;iéiior;at;the front gate. nis
mén ha@iﬁgjbe‘; civiiian, Otherwise théy would
have‘i%#iﬂi@;intkﬁéo I.had to fing Somebody " to
relievevOSWALD}wwho Was on guard, to go down .

9

»

CClirgy
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Who this fellow was th€§§§§>t51§§§fto?
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. - — - —
o, SiB—e—R—ET

there to visit?wigh)this fellow, and'they spent : ;
about anp haﬁr and,afhélf, two‘hours, talking, L
I guess< and he came back. I don'¢ know who the '

ts

‘e

man gras

PO -
nonchala ”ﬁﬁﬁbut the whole thing when he came

back. He never mentioneq who he was, nothing,
"Mr.'LIEBELER: How long diq he talk to
him, do you remembeyr? o _{f.?: ’ : ;

"Mr. DELGADO : apout an hQWr-and: haif,

A .
two hours .., @gSQFy LT ;
. RN ’

: NS : -
"Mr. LIEBELER: yoy @@éﬁ asked. OSWALD b

R
N

"Mr. LIEBELER: pig YOUu connect this visit

"Mr. DELGADO No. No .

that OSWALD haq at that time with the Cuban

Consulate? -

Tt v o g e

late date - time. Also,“ﬁp.to this, time he
hardly ever receiyéé maii;\in fact he seldom .
Teceived majl f;§a H6ﬁe because 1 made it g :
policy, 1 u;gé§§§4§i¢k.up'the mail for our unit
and disérigggéﬁigfﬁégfﬂe guys in theré, and very
seldom diq 1 evé;(;éé>one for him. But every so
ofteh, after he starteq to get in contact Qit

!
1] .
v /

10

PAGE 1D . 212;
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‘== --_these Cuban people,Qﬁéisxarted getting letter

\\\/'
pamphlets and eﬁgR oo
,\ NN ‘O\ :
<é§& he)also rted receiving letters,

\} v° A \

you kn é; An naQbook » maybe pamphlets, you
know, I&tt rsg church things we get from
church, you ow, but it wasn't a church

"Mr. LIEBELER: Were they wrltten ig

Spanish, any of them, do you know? »b A ' f

"Mr. DELGADO : Not tha};z ca.n reca@},’)
no. a @\ \\,\' \

SOOI
"Mr. LIEBELER: D%gﬁ haveyaty reason

v
to believe that these thlngs to OSWALD
from the Cuban Consulate? '

"Mr., DELGADO : Well, I took it for granted
that they did after i seeu the envelope, you
know ... something like q\hex1can =agle, with a

big, impressive seal, you know. They had dif-

ferent colors on it, re@ P white; almost
D
looked like our/solors,\yo

-

now. But I can't

recall the sgfg>\f1<gust;%new it was in Latln,

'United, dﬁ%gh& <§§§; that. I couldn't under-

stand. It was-
"Mr. LIEBELER:  You don't know for. sure

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate?

11

C3Cig45
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"Mr. DELGADO j» O. But he had told me

prior, Just beforeﬁyﬂ ound that envelope in his

them4fg§d§bag§§§§; he offered to show it to he,
but \E\7a Qdihch interested because at the . f
time we iig work to do, and I never did ask 5
to see that paper again, you know. - ' . f

"Mr..LIEBELER: Did he tell you what hs.s,\\

correspondence with the Cuban Consulate was v

-~

about? ' P yzf:\\
o ST L)
"Mr. DELGADO : No, he didn‘t%. A ..;f;.& |
(*\« SR :
"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he e vt ﬁ:e to you
[ o \J

that it had to do with the conversagiégé that
you had about going over to Cuba?
"Mr. DELGADO : No. The only thing he

told me was that right after he had this con-

versation with the Cuban people was that he was

901ng to - once he gpt out of the service -~ he

was going to Sw1tzerland oo "3

12. OSWALD' s appllcatlon to Albert Schweltzer College,
Churwalden, Sw1tzerland, was dated 19 March 1959, and he
was presumablg\to_report there on 20 April 1960. Destlned

el

for dlschdgge from\the Marines on 7. December 1959, OSWALD
N

4

\\\
3 : - .
Hearings, Volume VIII, pp. 241 - 243. R
12 |
v .
$—E—-e—R"E 7

CCCic47

»
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accelerated his_exitfon grounds of family hardshlp in early

AR o

\\\\\

u.s. passport,vaqrd for travel - among other places to

\y«

Cuba and thé%; N
QS
Finland on\J&

\gntered the Soviet Unlon from

i
|
f
1959. |
13. DELGADO'S testimony has the cast of"credibility._ ';
Granting that, it is of basic 1mportance to focus attentlon ,
on the male v151tor who contacted OSWALD at El Toro Camp ;
and talked with hlm for between one and a. half to two hours. i
The event was unlque in DELGADO's recoiiectlons, and actually | |
there is nothlng llke it - on the record - ln\everythlng else
we know about OSWALD's act1v1ty in the United States before

or after his return to the United States. The record reflects

no identification of the El Toro contaét.' DELGADO's presump-

tion is that he was f o ‘the Cuban Consulate in Los Angeles.

N
Assumlng that, the quesﬁlons are: Who was lt, and was

- there reporting ﬁrom"Losqg;géles to Washlngton and Havana

g \» ne) K \/
that could, 1nféffectr‘ epresent the opening of a Cuban
((\\\',"' \J N
flle on OSW;KD“V N
: $ft§ G ‘

N \) o
"PREDICTION %%ﬁDENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST "‘i_,:\’
PARTY CELL LEADE MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962 o

14. Guatemala Station forwarded to Headquarters on )

9 January 1964 a dupllcate copy of a raw report by a

U.S./Cuban diplomatic and consular relations were severed
on 3 January 1961. ' %ﬁ\y ,
° 1 3.

REPRODDCTION @00 N .
PROKIBITFD
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/\ R

-penetration dated 5 January 1962 descrlblng events at the

yearly Communlst Party ce&l meeting. The cell leader,

Morse BENITEZ Zabola, sa%d/that the Communist Party in

_ ;  "We need not
\\>

Guatamala‘should\ de'
preoccupy ouss“ Mes over the politics of President KENNEDY . B i
because we know, according to prognostications, that he

will die within the present yeaxr, 1962."

15. Thls report apparently had been dlscounted when

it was received and was not forwarded untll the Statlon

re-reviewed all of its material after the assa551natlon.
The file reflects no follow-up or formal dlssemlnatlon
cf the report.
g . . - &d. '
ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBAN THIRD SECRETARY IN THE HAVUGE,
7 NOVEMBER 1963 . .

16. A sensitive liaison sonrce, reporting after the
KENNEDY assassination, indicated that at the Soviet reoeption
on 7 November 1963, the Cuban Third Secretary,A
Ricardo L. SANTOS Pesa, dlscussed the recent refugee raids
on Cuba and their 1mpllcations with a host-country diplomat,
coudluding with the admoniﬁion: " ... Just wait and you
will see what we~can do} It w1ll happen soon.“ Asked to
be more specmflc what would happen soon, SANTOS replied:
"Just wait, just walt "
| 17. These data were passed .to the Warren Commission

by memorandum, 31 March 1964. SANTOS was reported to have
: .

I U R

T ECREI

MJBmEl D
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_a history of medical instability and was summarily recalled

~,

. w

——— e

from The Hague reportedly for reasons related to that fact
in April 1966. | 4

INTERCEPTED CO\IVERSATION/OF CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE
LUISsA CALDERON AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963

‘18. At ljBOhMéXlCO City tlme, about five hours after the

.‘\)

KENNEDY assa551natlon, a Cuban Embassy employee named

"Luisa"” recelved a telephone call in Spanlsh from an unlden—

tlfled male out51de.

\\\

19. The caller asked her if she had heard‘the latest

. . . N
it,almost before KENNEDY ... Imagine, one, two, three and

now, that makes three [she laughs], what barbarians! ...®
'20. Both speakers agreed on the seriousness of the

'\
assassination. "Lulsaﬁi

e

a&so stated that the party at

Silvia DURAN's hadrbeen‘called off so it would not appear
that they were. celebratmnggthe death of KENNEDY, nor would

M

they have the party'co1nc1de with the burlal Flnally she

doctor (a woma frlend

21. Latin hyperbole? Boastful ex post facto suggestion
of foreknowledge? This is the only item in the intercept
coverage of- the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination

that contains the .suggestion of foreknowledge or expectation.
15

—S—ECcREF
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22. The tenuous, eﬁiénmatic character of-the--conversation
is sharply hlghllghted by/the follow1ng facts:

a.. '"Lulsa" was pprably 1dent1cal with

-
LulaarCALDERON, a: cadre worker of the Cuban

——ie

Dlrectorate ngeral of Intelligence (DGI).

\ ,\\\)

~Shw returﬁéd to Cuba in 1964 and was reported
—

" to be working in DGI Headquarters.

b. The.DGI element-ig—ﬁexico Cityvin the
fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL Diaz
who had arrived on 2 September 1963; formally
‘as the replacement of the Consul Euseblo AZCUE
(departed 19 November 1963). The deputy DGI

- chief (and as of June 1964, MIRABEL's successor)
was Manuel Engenlo VEGA(Perez.

c. The "Silvia-DﬁRAN" naﬁed in Luisa's
‘conversatioa was the receptionist, a Mexican
national, who dealt with OSWALD during his known
visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban
installation% in connecgion.with‘a Cuban visa
application for stay and/or transit.

Silvia DURAN is ﬁhe sole live witness pn the
record regarding OSWALD's activity 1n |
Mexico City. Her testimony, however, in its
entirety was taken and presented, solely, by the
Mex1can GOVernmental authorities., A direct
16 . |
—S—E—@—R~E~T

»

CClinrgi
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N | _ e
confrontation(wifh_her was requested by the

Warren Commission staff but rejected by the

Mexi¢aﬁ?agtﬁo§ities. It is from Silvia DURAN's
%gégggéﬁgggﬁhat it was learned that OSWALD
bééémQGé;gaéed in a pérsonal altercation on
27 Septémber with Eusebio AZCUE.
d. Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez,
alias Marcos, and his DGI assistant,
Rogelis RQDRIGUEZ Lopez, wéie pésitively
identified in February 1964 by two independent
Sources as engaged in the activéfaevelopment
‘and facilitation of the trainingﬂbf;Nicaraguan
| agents for the purpose of assassinéting
GeneralAnnstasﬁaSOMOZA. VEGA, it is estab-
lished, was on post in'Mexiéo City during
OSWALD's stay there 27 September - 2 Octobeﬁ
1963. He left Mexico City on 3 November 1963
for Havana. It was reliably_reported.aboui
VEGA that all individuals going to Cuba, legally
or illegally, had to pass through him first. He
took the biographical data and sénttit_to.Cuba
for name checking, a érocedufe which nérmally

took fifteen days.5

5 ' _ ‘ .
For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the
visa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via
Mexico City from 28 December 1962 - 21 January 1963 that
. 7 : - : )
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23. There 1s nc»ev1dence in the OSWALD case file that
Sllv1a DURAN was snbjected to a systematic ellc1tat1ve
1nterrogationothat would have related her dealings with

/\ \\\:
OSWAL&’ knswn\pt conflrmed by intercept, with the data held

on the C ;h DGI, its Personalities and methods, in
Mexico City. wWas it normal for a case like OSWALD'
considering the fuss he allegedly made with AZCUE, for the
'appllcatlons to be handled solely by a local employee and
a lame duck like AZCUE whose slot had been taken by the

DGI chief? Whatever the answer to these questlons, they

-were not asked at the time. And there remains the more

fundamental question: accepting. the DURAN story on its
face, could it'ha?é“happened without the knowledge and
participation of the DGI personnel above cited? Thig
seems unlikely especially heeause VEGA is later gited py

a Cuban DGI defector as having stated he was aware OSWALD

made several visits to the Cuban Consulate. It is clear

CASTRO's overseas intelligence and securlty service could

have more in its files than was surfacéd in the DURaAN

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the
Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD establlshed
relations from Dallas during the period 19 April -

2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and
VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA
departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned
on 13 February 1963 ,

: 18
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"statements. Coming back to the beglnnlng "Luisa" - j

Lulsa CALDERON - as -a member of the DGI unit in Mexico City -

cQuld very weIl haye known something that would make what

L~ .\

she saldfto her unldentlfled caller iess a matter of

boastﬁul self-lndulgence than was assumed at the time.

SILVIA DU‘{ANB, SUBSTANTIAL A.MPLIFICAT"'ON OF ADMISSION or
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY. OSWALD, 1967

24. The defects v1ewed in hlnd51ght of the Silvia DURAN
testimony already have been suggested above. (In that
context of criticism it would also be relevant to reconsider
the implications of the two intercepted telephone conversations
on 26 November 1963 between the Cuban President, DORTlcos;\
and his Ambassador to Mexico, Joaquim Hernandez ARMAS,
because the thrust of the conversation dealt with the ques-
tion whether Silvia DURAN had been asked about [or been
offered?] money payments by her Mex1can 1nterrogators )

25. As of September 1964 Silvia DURAN gave up her
Cuban Embassy job. In the spring of 1967 silvia DURAN

was reported by a reliable and sensitive_source to have ~ON

-

cut all relations with Cubans. Her account, in 1967, /65 ;/

how she had been taken into custody and had been lnterrogated

after the assassination repeated what was already known. 3;f

/

She added, under Cchumstances that did not permlt the¢

source to challenge or elicit corroboratlve det\>L, that

| 19
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'she had gone out with OSWALD during his stay<¢n Mexico Clty

~.

o

and claimed she had\sexual relatlons with him.
) .

'~_',

ALLEGATIONS QF CONSPIR?\TORIAL CONTACT BETWEEN OSWALD AND
CUBAN GOVERNMENT AGENTS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO
ALLEGATIONS OF (a) EEENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND ' ’

(B) OSCI(R CO’\JITREI‘R.Z’:S>

-&hﬂ,v A
L o NN )
j26x%3As.the§ arren Comm1531on reported, "Literally

dozens of :iiegatlons of a consplratorlal contact between

OSWALD and ‘agents of the Cuban Government have been

investlgated_..."6 Among these cases, which consumed PN
hundreds of CIA man-hours in Headquarters and abroad --=*

and similarly the FBI in the Unitegd Stafes - was thevﬁ

(

Nlcaraguan walkin 1n ‘Mexico Clty, 26 November%§953
Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.

27. The ALVARADb'case is taken up in detail by the

Warren Commission under the cryptograph "D, w! ALVARADO

as OSWALD, receive money some time in mld-September 1963

in a meeting. in a patlo of the Cuban Copsulate in

See Report, p. 305 ff. - Some of the others were the cases
of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe,

the allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New York City,
- the claims of Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison
Farm, Callfornla, and the allegatlons of Ray DOBKIN's.

7 o _
See Regort,_pp.¢307 - 308.

20
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Mexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the

use of the polygraph{Non whlch ALVARADO showed evidences of
— \
deception, and by brlnglng ALVARADO's former Nlcaraguan

lnto the case.

security servxce contr

28. The ALVARADO story is a particularly acute repre-—

/;

sent On of the dafflcultles that beset the evaluation of _ W

7
X e
observed ev%geﬂbe certaln elements of the story persist

' ~N\
despite the impeachment of its major premises. ALVERADO

whose account dld not become publlc until the release of

the Warren Report in October 1964, talked consxstently of

with red-dyed hair. | ?&g?-

29. Elena‘GARRO'de Paz is a mecurial,

socially prominent Mexican writer, married, but separated
from a high-ranking Mex;can forelgn service off1c1al She

is also the cousin of Horac1o DURAN, the husband of

Sllv1a DURAN, cited above. There is a strong personal

'antlpathy between the two women descending from

Elena GARRO's trenchant antl Communlsm.

30. From October 1964 untll hlS retirement in the fall

of 1969, a U S. EmbasszJQ{EiQQEL_QhQIleS_IHQMAS, persistently

kept up a stream of reports and memoranda reflectlng GARRO's

account of what had actually gone on between OSWALD the
Cubans and- 1n partlcular Silvia DURAN in September 1963,
1nclud1ng a repeateé reference to a Negro wlth red-dyed hair.

21 )
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31. The first reference to the GARRO story was noted in

a Mexico Statlon Memora;dum of Record dated 12 Octoberx 1964-

- "Elena_ GARRO fsald] that she and her ' . !
daughter éére 1nv1ted to a party at the Cuban
Embassy durlng the:perlod she now finds out
thatr6§WALD was here in Mexico prior to the
assa551;§;10n. 'She was inyited by a Mexican. ?
secretary in the Cuban Embdésy whose hdsband
is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacio DURAN].
At the party shg saw three Gringos, not
drinking,‘dot mixing and more or less just
standing around together l;ke threa bumps on a
log. They were so obviously out of place that
she asked someone in the Cuban?Embassy about
them and was told that 'thé&uwére just passing
through.' She claims that on the way these
three Gringos stood out she took ‘a good look
at them as did her daughter. When the

assassination occurred:and4OSWALD!§‘picture was

spread into the newspapers, both Elena and

her daughter immediately said that he was one

of the three Gringos 'w1thout a doubt' at the
»party. ) "

32. GARRO repeated hef story to Mr. Charles William

THOMAS, an Embassy political officer on 10 December 1965

( | - 22
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'In September l&$§§after her return from abroad, she went
’a A TN

<0 TTD
to a party;faCCQMpanied by her daughter, at the home of

Ruben DURAN [emphasas ‘added]. Ruben is one of the two

bxothers of Hora01; DURAN, who married her cousin. She
me%AOSWABD ahd two other young Amerlcans. At the party
she was dlscouraged from talking with hlm. Other guests
were the Cuban Consul AZCUE, General ClarkfFLORES

Silvia DURAN, who she later learned was OSWALD S mistress

while he was here, Emlllo CARBALLIDO and a Latln-Amerlcan

Negro man with red hair [emphasis added]. In November 1963
When the/identity of the assassin became known, she and
her daughter went to the Cuban Embassy and shouted
"assasSins"euuiother'insults ‘at the staff there.8 Shortly

afterward, she and her daughter were visited by a friengd,

A\ -‘\

Manuel CARVILLO [or»CALVELLO], then an official in the

Secretariat of the.Gohernaclon and were told he had orders
/ \-.-'} / )

to escort theg\to a smallvand ‘Obscure hotel in the center

‘~. .
/{ \ J

of town. %y>were/kept there for ‘eight days under pretext

Q N
that they R nger. When she told CARVILLO she wanted

~.

~.
to go to the Amerlcan Embassy and explaln what she knew of

OSWALD, she was told that the American Embassy was full of
. Communist spies. ) T
-

33. On 25 December 1965 and 9 January 1966 in further»

1nterv1ews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daughter elaborated and

g ; —
These particulars were not confirmed by independent observers

at the time.
23
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in certain part1cuiar§ 51gn1f1cantly modified her earlier o

account. She alsofacknowledged that she and her daughter
had been’intepv1ewed by Embassy officers to whom she claimed

they<d1d‘not glVe a’ very complete story because the
S g nd
Emba§9y officers did not appear to give much credence to
‘ Y | X
anything they said. A ' _¢3 -

34. It developed that GARRO and daughter had been

Lol

.1nterv1ewed by the Leqal_Attache an.17 andA7AANnupmhpr 1q54

Her- 1nformatlon had been smmllar to what shé‘Qlaimed 1n her

———

v)§

account to THOMAS but had not been substéﬁtiated‘by 1nqu1r1es.
N o

The FBI representatlve therefore considered the\matter closed

and reafflrmed hls dlsengagement from the matter to the CIAa
Chief of Station on 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassador
on 25 February 1965.

35. The §§§g§§x.EQlitical—O££iCer,'however, persisted in

his interviews and repbrting. In a memorandum of conversation,

13 July 1966, GARRO laen§1f1ed the place to. whlch she had been

taken by CALVILLOfas the Hotel Vermont. (This detail checked

out affirmativer; GARRO was ~at the HQtel 23 -~ 24, 25 - 27

-

and 28 - 30 ypvember 1963 ) 1In another, on 7 February 1967,

GARRO's c bréﬁlngiisclss1tudes with the Cubans are set out.
And final OMAS's retirement from u.s. Government
service, the Department of State, at his request, _-// i
28 August 1969, disseminated to CIA and FBI a compllatlon of
his reporting of the Elena GARRO interviews. e

24
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ST 36, There the matter rests. GARRO s chronology of the

events she descrlbed as haV1ngioccurred,Jn the Mexican capltal

in September 1963 never c01nc1ded w1th the confirmed data

of "OSWALD's presenee there  Her story, however, had tyo

points. co?gruant with allegations by others regarding_
OSWALD: w @\\Q)’
ARADO's allegations regarding the
Negro with the red-dyed hair [this detail could,

however, have been gleaned from the

Warren Commission's published account of the_;: | |

"D" case] and A : o

,;/.‘ e o
b. Silvia DURAN's later claim of<:. L -

- "/

ST
intimate personal contacrs with OSW & “g‘“ S
37. Beginning in March and ampllfled n Mé{»;ﬁG? the

American Consul, Benjamin J. RUYLE, in ampico developed a

o

J—
contact with a local Mexican journalist,

Oscar CONTRERAS Lartigue, w£Z~ZIZIaed to have encountered
OSWALD with other pro-CASTRO students at the
University of Mexico campus in. September 1963.

38. 1In June 1969 CONTRERAS was interviewed by a CIA

officer:

for_tnrge , A approxlmately 1960 - 1964. He .
belonged to. a clandestine Pro~-CASTRO revolutionary
group at the University. Regarding the OSWALD
25 |
.
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case he was extre?ely cautious and although he

(\
was not able Q{‘w%}llng to glve dates and

.\
names, he sald¥OSWALD visited the Unlver31ty
(\(§\‘\\\J /'(\{‘" '.“'
: 'é@prtly after the Cuban

NN PO
AN/ MIRETIRNGS : C s
Emh e \jhlm_a Visa to visit Cuba.
O§§§§§> \<$: ulrles regarding pro-Cuban
! Q
revolugggnary groups at the University and

~2

was directed to CONTRERAS and his friend. o
- OSWALD met CONTRERAS and four other persons |
as they came out of a round-table discussion '
‘held in the faculty of Phllosophypf OSWALD
told the group it was urgent that'he v131t
Cuba and the Cuban Embassy hadVdenIed hLm a
.'visa. He requested aid from EBNTQQRAQ' group.
CON'I‘RERAS and others mistrusted OSWALD because.
they felt he was a CIA provocation. The group
allowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the
day, that night and part of the next day. OSWALD
was Very lntroverted and apﬁéared to be slightly
crazy. OSWALD nade® g& mentien of an assassination

/Q\\ J <\( >
plot but kept ang;ng epxthe point he had to

0\“’
travel to tha\efy. -
. N\
39. At this b\\ h FBI knowledge, the matter was

turned over to the Mekican authorities who deteimined that

CONTRERAS was indeed at the University of Mexico but only
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for the years 1959 - l%QO and that he had been publlcly

a55001ated in protest act1v1ty for the Student Revolutionary

Bloc (BER) in January 1961. However, the group ceased
functlonlng’as such—ln the middle of 1962 and

~’Oscar g?N&RERAS was never one of its leaders. No further

; work ls\refréthdjln the files on the CONTRERAS allegatlons.‘
i‘ Apart from the unsustained claims made by CONTRERAS about

his own presence at the University, there is an addltlonal

element that undermlnes the Credlblllty of hls account'

OSWALD's Spanish, which was: barely adequate—to get him meals
< |
near the hotel, seems hardly llkely to have permltted hlm to S

carry on for an extended perlod with QQPnaverSLEy'student

group. v \\§V
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