eleazed under the John F. Fennedy
2 zazzination Fecords Collection Act of
1992 [44 USC 2107 Mote). Casef:MNw
E4573 Date: 11-01-20:1

JFK Assassination System
Identification Form

Date:

6/3/2015

Agency Information

AGENCY: FBI .
RECORD NUMBER :  124-90110-10039
RECORD SERIES: HQ
AGENCY FILENUMBER : CR 87-58729-88
Document Information
ORIGINATOR : FBI
FROM: MM
TO: HQ
TITLE :
DATE: 09/26/1961
PAGES: 29
SUBIJECTS :
FRITZ WERNER DORIGO
JOSEPH RAYMOND MEROLA
DOCUMENT TYPE :  PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
CLASSIFICATION :  Unclassified
RESTRICTIONS : 4
CURRENT STATUS :  Redact
DATE OF LASTREVIEW:  08/06/1998
OPENING CRITERIA : . INDEFINITE
COMMENTS : RPT, INC ADMIN PAGE

vo.1
'NW 64578 Docld:32334046 Page 1




L @ e . |
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

! REPORTILC O"Ié. OFFICH OF ORIGIN DATE . INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
- MIAMI - MIAMI SEP 2 61961 6/1/61 - 9/12/61
TITLE Of CASE : REPORT MADE BY ,YYPID sy
UNSUBS (2); Armsd Robbery of HOMER R. HAUER mab
Approximately $117,200.00 in CHARACIER OF CASE

Jewelry and Cash. Resldance of ,
EDITH and FRITZ Wi QRIGO, - ITSP - MT
Hallandale, Fla., 3/20/61

_ REFERENCE : Report of SA WILLIAM F, HEIST at Miami, dated
g EEEE ke,

-P-

| | cHICAGO |

I AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ( .

% ']‘f ‘ 1. Will c@nduct an intensive 1hvestigation concern-
b ing TRVING HORNSTEIN, who 1s alleged to have fenced the

3 ! jewelry in this case, Maximum utilization of appropriate

! confidential informants and other confidentlial techniques

v should. be exploited fully in the investigation of HORNSTEIN

§ to determine the{prcscnt_location of the Jewelry. [,
§ - Qe Will conduct an.intensife investigation

f concarning kmown jewel thief JAMES MARTIN. Max fmum

b utilLZation'of'oonfidential;infwrmants<and other confldential
5 techniques should likewise be considered in the investigation
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MM 87-14090

— 1

. 4 .
since investigatlion has determined that she was in no
way connectédn with this robbery.

Leads are not being set out in tlils report
to 1dentify the subscribers to the telephone numbers
called from the telephone of NORMA SEID since this
investigation was previously requested in Miami letter
to Pittsburgh, copies to Chicago, dated July 25, 1961.

JOSEPH RAYWON\\EEROLA, principal suspect in DJc& \/VWG-PO/““

this case, is currently incarcerated in the Federal Stiﬁﬁ\)W\cﬂOI
Corractional Institute at Tallahassee, Flowida, where Jo

he is serving a five year sentence. M ey F;fﬂ7€/tJ.

G e
BT it

-INFORMANTS ~

By communication dated June 5, 1961, the
Memphis Office advised the following:

On May 17, 1961, GEORGE H, TREADWELL, JR. was .
contacted at his residence, 938 Audubon Drive, Memphis,
Tennessee, by SAs BON H, MC ELREATH and CORNELIUS A.
MOYNIHAN,

- TREADWELL was exhibited photographs of WALTER
PATRICKISCHANG, also known as PAT, MIKE? KTEK, #ks MIVE,
TREADWELL/ immediately identifidd the pHotographs
exhibited to him as photographs of individuals whom he .
knew a8 PAT and MIKE in Miami. C e

Though interviewed in detall, he was unable to
rurniah any information to the interviewing agents con-
cerning robbery of the owner of the Hofbrau Haus in
addition to that which he had made known previously to
Bureau Agents at Miami. He likewise was unable to
furnish any pertinent informstion relative to JOSEPH
RAYMOND MEROLA other than to state that in his opinion,
MEROLA was a member of the "syndicate". When asked to
- explain what he meant by "syndicate", he became very
vague and stated that it was & group of hoodlunms
operating ocut of Chicago, Illincis. He sald that he
became acqualnted with MEROLA originally in connection
with his endeavors to sell his airplane.

B
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MM 87-14090

He advised that he does not know and has never i
met any individual named ANDREW NICHOLAS MASTRO. He

likewise stated that he possesses no information with

regard to the JOthH DIMARE murder case.

TREADWELL stated that he does not have any
information regarding the identity of any individual or
group .of individuals to whom MEROLA might have disposed
of the stolen jewzlry. - He did stats, however, that
MEROLA had numerous contacts snd 1t would be no problem
to. .dispose of stviesn Jewelry in Miami. He added, however,
that he did not know from his rsonal knowlﬂdge who
those conpacts are.

S O

He was requested to advise the FBI in the event L.
he was contacted at some future date by MEROLA, et al.
He was further reguested to furnish any information that
might come to his attention regarding activities of Jewel
thieves operating anywhere. He stated he would do so.

By comrunication dated June 21, 1Q61, the
New York Office zdvised the following:

New York PCI WYNN LASSNER was interviewed
extensively on Juné 19 and 20, 196J1, by SA WILLIAM DAVID
gANE. He furnished the folluwing information:

LASSNER adV¢sed that he returned to New York on
June 18, 1961, froem California whare he has been the guest
of HARVEY HEWITT. He explained ttat HEWITT brought him
out to the coast with him the first of May, 1961, in
connection with a cusmetice business which HEWITT may
purchase. HEWITT wants LASSNER to enter hliglness with
him., He stated that HEWITT is coming to Grezenwich, :
Connecticut, this week where he had hired g home for the l
summer, LASSNER stated that he drove HEWITT's car back s
to New York for him, ‘ 3

Concerning MAURICHE "RED" POLLACK, ILASSNER
advised that he has nown bim for years and that POLLACK
is presently residing at 1175 York Avenue, New York City.
He stated that he haa oot gseen FPOLLACK since he returned -

P
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MM 87-14090

from Fort lauderdale, and has no desire to have anything to
do with him. He stated, however, that POLLACK called W?af'
yesterday, while he was out and left a message for him té
call back, ; o

LASSNER stated that POLLACK has never discussed !
his agtivities with him, but that he knows that POLLACK !
18 broke and is probsbly ready to try for a "score". He

sald that, despite his desire to remaln away from POLLACK,

he will maintain contact with him on behalf of the New

York Offlce for any information he can develop. He stated
that 1t 18 very likely that POLLACK might ask him (LASSNER)

to aoccompany him to Cape Cod, 1f POLLACK goes there, since

he has invited LASSNER to go with him for weekends in the

past, LASSNER sfated that he would not accompany POLLACK

to Cape Cod, but will be alert to any conversation by

POLLACK regarding plans to go to Cape Cod and will notify LN
the New York Office immediately. E

‘ v Concerning the pousibility that POLLACK intends
to "heist" the Jewelry owned by PAT MAGEE, LASSNER advised _ ;
that this possibility is very likely, inasmuch as PAT :
MAGEE has much valuable jewelry and POLLACK 1s desperate . f
for money. LASSNER stated that POLLACK would never even - '
‘hint to him of such plans,; however, because POLLACK knows

that LASSNER has been a clese friend of PAT MAGEE for years

and that LASSNER dated PAT long before she met HEWITT..

, In connection with information furnished by

LASSNER to former SA CARL ROOD sbout the activities of the

two "trigger men" named FAT and MIKE (from Chicago and thelr
alleged kidnapping and murder activities, LASSNER advised
that he received this information from HERKIE STYLES. He

stated that STYLES obtained some of the information from

1living ac¢ross the hall from PAT and MIKE and deduced some

of 1t &3 a result of questicns asked of him by the FBI
concerning PAT and MIKE. LASSNER stated that STYLES 1is
presently in New York and that if the FBI wishes to

re-interview him, LASSNER will contact him for the New

York ‘Office. ' .

» "~ LASSNER stated that, at no time, did he observe
any weapona containing silencers, whlle at MEROLA's home,

e i
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LENNY GAINES, 210 West 90th Street, New York
City, advised SA KANE on June 20, 1961, that he never
saw any weapon containing silencers, while at MEROLA's
home.

£CI GEORGE WEINGER advised SA WILLIAM F. HEIST
the following information on July 20, 1961:

He, WEINGER, was in New York City from
approximat~1y July 3, to July 12, 1961, at which time he
visited and stayed with MAURICE "RED" POLLACK. WEINGER
advised that during his stay hé overheard a conversation
concerning the criminal activities of JOSEPH RAYMOND
MEROLA in the Miami area. WEINGER stated that he learned
that MEROLA masterminded tlie robbery of the owners of the
" Hofbrau Haus, and WEINGER belleves there were three
individuals, other tham MEROLA, who partlicipated in this
robbery. WEINGER did not learn the identities of these
individuals. He advised that MFROLA and his associates
had considerable difficulty in getting rid of the Jewelry
from this theft and were dissatisfied with the small amount
of money rucelved compared against the expensive items
stolen.

WEINGER stated he heard that the Jewelry was
disposed of in Chicagd and receilveld by an indlividual
referred to as "DUNJO" (phonetic), who is elther an owner,
manager or affiliated with the Club Chez Paree in Chilcago.

By airtel dated August 30, 1961? the Chicago
Office advised that inquiry through informants reflect
that "DUNJO" 1s identical with DON JOSEPH MEDLEVINE, Owner.
of the Chez Paree Night.Club.in Chicago. Unquiry of
logical CIs and PCIs falled to indicate &ny™ positive
information that MEDLEVINE is fencing jewelry or furs,
although, it is common mowledge that MEDLEVINE in his
capacity as owner of the night ¢lub is well known
and assoclates with Chicago hoodlums,

On August 15, 1961, MM 722-C telephonically
advised SA H. WAYNE SWINNEY that he had learned from JOE
MEROLA and MIKE SWIATEK, who were involved in this loss,
that the Jewelry was originally sold to an individual from
New Jersey. This individual had offered to pay $30,000.00
for the total amount of Jewelry stolen and had made a
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MM 87-14090

$15,000.00 deposit. The purchaser had given the subjects
two days to determine wh=ther or not they would accupt _
‘his offer. This offer was not accepted and the money was
returned, as well as that portion of the jewelry which
had been given to the New Jersey man to hold.

The informant was not aware Just who had gone
into the victim's home at the time of the robbery. It
was his impression {rom talking to MIKE SWIATEK that *he
Jewelry had gone to Chicago where it was subsequently
sold to RED STEINHART of New York. The informant was
not aware whether or not it actually went to STEINHART
inssmuch as the informant was with MIKE SWIATEK in New
_York the previous week, at which time they ran into
“RED STEINEART and STEINHART was not known to SWIATEK.

. It 4s noted that JOSEPH MEROLA was interviewed
by Pittsburgh SAs JOHN S. PORTELLA and THOMAS G. FORSYTH,
III in Miami at the request of MEROLA, made to Departmental
Attorneys WILLIAM KENNEY and WILLIAM KEHOE .

Prior to the commencement of the interview on
August 14, 1961, Departmental Attorneys KENNEY and KEHOE
spent approximately ten minutes alone with MEROLA, after
which SAs PORTELLA and FORSYTH were called into KENNEY's
office, Room 201, Federal Building, Miamil. Before. the
beginning of the interview, KZNNEY advised SAs PORTELLA
and PORSYTH that MEROLA had et the conditions that the
Departmental'Attornays_be present; that he would never
testify to any information furnished; that he requested
his identity be protected sc that none of his information
ever could be traced back to him; and that he would not
disouss any matter in which he had been participafit.

On August 15, 1961, JOSEPH R. MEROLA stated
that this robbery wss committed by him and MIKE SWIATEK
and WALTER PATRIC” < 4ANG. MEROLA stated that "ARDREW
NICHOLAS MASTRO L ° wnothing to do with this armed
robbery.. ' ‘

. MEROLA stated that PAT and MIKE used a Nash
Rambler automobile which they stole from the parking lot
of the building where they were living and after the
burglapy left the Nash Rambler elther on the same lot or
one block away. He said that they definitely did not use
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