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, is an individual named BURT( IGGS, who is employed at the casino. 1n'$?
v/ the Hotel Nacional. Source noted that 'BRIGGS is an elderly individual

the submission of referenced 1etter0639

CASINOS IN OPERATION

Wilbur Clark's Casino, Hotel Nacional:

previously mentioned. On December 12, 1957, JULIQXFERNANDEZ, Sales
Manager of_ the Hotel Nacional, confldentlally a sed that SANTO”“” 5
TRAFFICANTE, JR., is making [Several® trips a week to the Hotel NacioHal
apparently to contact MEYERATANSKY, who has a large interest in the g”i
operation of the ca31noﬂin~the~HotelmNa01ona1. On January 9, 1958, « "

This casino contlnues to be operated :;{;%; individuals -

e e ton i o TR

PCI GOFFREQQ&EEELINI (conceal) advised that TRAFFICANTE is actually
contacting JAKE ,JANSKY, not MEYER LANSKY, in his visits to the Hdel:-
Nacional., JA ANSKY oversees the operatlons of the_.casing_at, the
Hotel Nacional. CELLINI informed on January 7, 1958, that SANTO .
RAFFICANTE, MARzigﬁ?OX part owner of the Troplcana nght Club, and
N JAKE LANSKY had private meeting at the Hotel Nacional. Source diggy

“not know the matters discussed at this’ meetlng.cg)Au/ :

/élT]RICKSON"‘s

ICKSON's interest€sy

On 12-9-57 PCI CELLINI 1nformed that FRA
representative to Cuba and the one that protects

and rather unpreposessing in appearance. . He noted, however, that ever§p
time BRIGGS makes a re uefgtz for something to be done it is handled

1mmed1ate1y @) RECOR D(/ Au it he {2, - 7*”/&/!, ~ B0 - J & &

g?ﬁ On 1~ 2 5 EDWIN A, {LAHEY Washington corxrespondent accredlted
the White House for Knlght Pub“(pqugpggkgngmxu ﬂar"f“““

for the New York fia WS, EHV{Eed" hat they h efL ﬁ; J“-

j TONYY/VAUGHAN Manag o th ﬂ%&%&tb ihe individuals with
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Havana letter to the Director

VAUGHAN further informed that the Hotel Nacional receives $300,000; -

a year from the casino for rental and that in addition the. gambllng
casino pays for the high priced entertainment that is brought in for

the winter tourist season. PCI CELLINI advised on 1-7-58 that he
seriously doubts that SAM TUCKER has any money interest in the casino

in the Hotel Nacional. He said that SAM TUCKER and JAKE ‘LANSKY frequentl
1 work together in the casino and that there 'is no doubt that JAKE LANSKY

i is the boss and that SAM TUCKER is merely working for him.égg y

igotel Comodonngas;:_:iaggfﬂl/ L

;%h the past this casino has been managed by RALPH?&IENA
FBI No. 1370469, who previously was associated in gambling.activities

in TamparnFlorlda, and on gambling ships “off the West Coast. This

casino is frequented by mostly Cubans HAV-4, who has furnished rellable
; information in the past, advised on Dec&fber lu, 1957, that SANTO
] 'TRAFFIC‘EEE JR., has an interest in the gambling casino in the Hotel
o - . ,

| Comodor m@ (/M/

otel Havana _Riviera. Cas1no§§<>g

On January 7, 1858, it was ascertained through obgérvation
that the casino at the Hotel Havana Riviera is doing a tgefiendous @ﬁg@g~
1 siness. The dgvening floor | bosswziﬁxhls casino is DIN sLLINI and

P&\

# Sthe afternoon floor boss is MAURICE/HOROWITZ, who was. brought from Las
‘ﬁMegas by EDMUND EVINSON, who is.i ver—-all charge of the gambllng
operations of the Havana Riviera. On December 23, 1957, FRA

NTILE,
who opefé{es the poker ‘table at the Sans Souci nght Club adv?sed tha
the prificipal money it ~tHe ca51no at the Havana Riviera belongs to Pt
MEYER LANSKY and HARRY and BENYSMITH,, GENTILE indicated that the trueg,/
name of the SMITH brothers, who reputediy*are -hotel operators in Toronto,
Canada, is not SMITH, but he said he had no 1nformat10n as to what their

correct name might. beoégQ/M/

: 1E§;teLzCapr1mCa31noi3}Q%L,@u/ B wpé/////

' *LIEBERBAUM, part owp€r of the -
Hotel Ca ITE, aka.,, CHARLIE TOURINE, IuﬁHARD -an

On December 18, 1957, JAE

ri, advised that CHARLE
“NICHOLA§ﬁ.I CONSTANZO contipue.t have substantial intdrestsin the casinc
|  at the Hatel Capri. JHe intimated that these individuals were memhggEWof
\\ the Mafia_and that the Mafia definitely bhas an interest in the gambllng
operations in the hotels and night clubs in Havana. (ﬁj/wy/

On 12-19-57 PCI GOFFREDO CELLINI advised that NICHOLAS t
DI CONSTANZO , wa., [FAT THE BUICH, is the big ope£ggpr in the gambllng
casino at the Hotel Caprl°@%&ﬁﬁu/ g TR = -
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Hzvana letter to the Director
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On December 30, 1957, JULIO FERNANDEZ, mentioned above,
advised he had been personally informed by SANTO TRAFFICANTE that
TRAFFICANTE has a substantial interest 1n the gamﬁilng casino at
the Hotel Caprl.(g)Au/

/ JOE MARTIN, also mentioned above, advised on 1-2-58 that

gw} he had been confidentially informed that the casino in the Hotel Capr1
$f\° is owned“by,approx1mate;§2;orty different 1ndi‘iﬁuals. Among these
Yo

individuals, are THEODORE \IPSON wa., SUGABYBROWN, PHILLIP/YAWORSKY,
ABROOKS, -who So operates the restaurant.in. the ‘Hotel faprl,
RGE

"SANTO TRAFFICANTE and an 1nd1v1dua1 known only as ONY BOY'"
from Newark New Jersey. Other sources have indicated that GEO oﬁX?ﬁFT
“i§ Teputed to have 'a piece of the casino in the Hotel Caprl and _
source has advised that RAFT himself stated that he ownS a part in

the ca51noec§§w¢

§?§;telm8eyilla«BiltmoregCasinov N
This casino is owned by a Cuban Congressman, AMLETTOTEK&TISTI.
/ he only American known to be employed in this casino is WILLIAM HENRYﬂ
J 3EECH,..wa., ROBERT M@f RRINGTON (B-CM-2), who “is: suspected of belng
one of the subjects“in two Judge Baker swindles which took place in
_~ Havana in 1957, B

ans. Souci Night. Club..Casino: 683/40’
{‘\lx/w/ﬂ’

The principal ow s in’ this casino continue to SANTO (7, :
TRAFFICANTE, JR:,, and JOE\ TASSI, wa., JOE?ROGERS, JIMMY KER, a *for’“ £

brother-in~law of DINO LINI, was formerly in charge of {the KlOSkO,

a' small gambling casino that 1s an adjunct of the Sans Souc1 and which
is frequented by a "poor money crowd,"” BAKER returned to the United {u
States in early January9 1958, for an operation. @g)ﬁ~/ '

opicana Night Club Casino?’ Ckofw,/ I~

This casino is a Cuban operation., The princigal interests \\
in the casino are owned by MARTIN FOX and ALBERT ARDURA OYA, ARDURA y
has been described by PCI WILLIAM P, MOOREFIELD (protect) as.the :
"bag man® for ROBERTO ERNANDEZX IRANDA, brothermlnwlaw -of President
BATISTA:. = MOOREFIELD has indicated that through ARDURA, RNANDEZ
didates who is allowed to set up slot machines in Cuba. Q;Q

,/:m'
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Havana letter to the Director

ﬁ ntmartre Night Club Casin
\0‘7

This casino, which ‘was feputedly owned by INDALECIO

// wggg;ggRA, a Cuban, has gone out of businessoggk,ou/ ,d y

glental ngilwaace»«Trac@ e

In an article dated December” 18, 1957 in the Havana English-
language newspaper, The Havana Post, it was stated that the "five and
six" betting system at the Oriental:Park Race Track would be. operated
electronically in the near future, It was indicated that approximately
$800,000 worth of electronic equipment was being installed. Commencing

with the middle of December horse racing was to be held at the track

three times a week, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. According to HAV-4,
(" who has furnished reliable information in the past, ithe’ operathp’bf the
-\ Trace track continues to be in the hands of LOWE IRRELL. T gambling
) E

casino in the Jockey Club g;/;ﬁe ‘track is opera ed by - GEORG VINE,

[t a close associate of CARMINJ/DI BIASE, 10 2871. ﬁg,vb/

PURCELIL, who had prev1ously been reported to be the operator of the Orient

)%/f PCI PEDRO P, TAPIA (conceal) adv1sed on 12- 30-57 that JACK

PURCELL had straightened out operations at the track and put them on a

ﬂ/ff

operates-on-West _Flagler in Miami and who had, recommended PURCELL appeai'

\i?ark Race  Track, was in actuality a technical advisor and that after

going basis he was paid off with a "rubber check." Source said that
PURCELL went back to Miami after being unable to get any, payment for
his services and that an individual by the name of JACKXCOOPER, who

ed at the track about three weeks s before in an effort to obtaln some
money for PURCELL.AY) g - {

?Eg;bITIONAL‘CASINOS“%LREADY”UNDERCONSTRUCTION )vv/

-ﬁ\' A source has advised that an addltlonal casino is presently

belng constructed in the old Hotel Plaza in downtown Havana and that

the individual ,with the principal money 1ntergst in this operation is

JOE STASSI, wa., JOE ROGERS. Another source has informed that the

Hotel Deauville, a recently remodeled hotel on the Malecon in Havana,
would also get a license for a gambling casino. This hot: is reported

to have been remodeled by an ‘individual by the name of SAM& YE from..
Miami.l/Other sources indicated that JOE STASSI is in line. for the
Operation of the casino in this hotel. @M/ N
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