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What's Cooking?

The holiday season is here. Time to put on our historic chef hats, preheat the oven, and get
started on our winter weather menus!

Executive Chef Cliff Ledford and Mary Bloxson prepare a salad in the kitchen of the Mustin Beach
Officers Club. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, 2/16/1990. National Archives Identifier 6453020

This time of year always inspires us to peruse the National Archives Catalog for historic

recipes and food related records, many of which were favorite recipes of the First Families,
as well as those prepared by White House kitchen staff for special events through the

years.


https://catalog.archives.gov/
https://mailchi.mp/nara/0rjknzxchj-763805?e=[UNIQID]
http://us11.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=bfeaf03e7b0b1636c0b375892&id=fe2db6df19&e=[UNIQID]
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6453020?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6453020?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&filter=(tagsExact:%22rcp-nac1%22%20or%20objectTagsExact:%22rcp-nac1%22)&rows=100

Aview of the Thanksgiving dinner served to

U.S. troops taking part in Exercise Bright Star

'82, 11/1/1981. National Archives Identifier
6347662
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DINNER

Mushroom Soup
Roast Stuffed Turkey
Cranverry Sauce
Giblet Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Buttered Peas
Braised Celery
lioulded Fruit Salad

Mince Pie-Eard Ssuce
Pumpkin Pie

Coffee
Candy Futs

President Truman White House Menu,
11/26/1947 Thanksgiving. National Archives
Identifier 6882370

We hope you find inspiration from these historic recipes and photographs found in the

National Archives. Bon Appetit!

Serving brunch this year? Why not try
Julie Nixon Eisenhower’s Spanish Eggs
recipe. She recommends it served with

sliced tomatoes, green salad or fruit.

National Archives Identifier 6727957

Spanish Eggs

1 dozen eggs

12 oz. little shrimp or 2 cans of tuna fish

4 large boiled potatoes (peeled)

Mayonnaise with a little lemon juice
and salt added

Hardboil eggs, cut in half and take out yolk. Fill eggs with either
shrimp or tuna (shrimp better) to which a little mayonnaise has
been added. Put all eggs on platter and cover with a layer of pota-
toes that have been put through a ricer. Cover this with mayonnaise
and then rice the yolks of the eggs over this. Decorate with stuffed
olives sliced and a few strips of pimento (red).

Very good for a brunch or lunch—serve with sliced tomatoes, green
salad or fruit. Serves six.



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6347662?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6882370?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6882370?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
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intrigued by this recipe for a "Cinpac
N =3 Special" developed by Admiral Nimitz

3 quarts Bourbon

1/4 of a fifth of gold label rum

when he was Commander in Chief of the

Add sugar syrup cautiously until you can just detect the presence
of sugar.

P — Pacific during World War II. At the time,

Desirable but not necessary: drop two whole vanilla beans into
the jug to stay for many refills of jug. They last for years.

liquor was rationed to a bottle a week per

Pour generous portions over ice and serve it forth!

This recipe was developed by Admiral Nimitz when he was Commander

in Chief of the Pacific at a t hen li tioned, a bottls df ly h ly
*'week to & man and regquently rurm was the only kind svailable. person and frequently rum was the on

kind available.

ADMIRAL NIMITZ mother's recipe for Cactug Fruit Jelly, from
carly days in Texas. The szananlgu it Pynini jelly.

Pick half ripe cactus fruit with long Handled’meat fork to avoid spines.
Place in pail and let water Tun into itlto cléan fruit. Put [ruit in big pot,
spines and all, and slice it in the pot.| 4€d half cup of water and cook until

b i i e < National Archives Identifier 139308885

4 cups of cactus juice
3-1/2 cups of sugar
juice of two lemons
1/2 bottle of certo.

Boil juice, sugar, and lemon/uice for hhlf hour, then put certo in, and
boil again for five minutes. /Pour into-sterilized glass jars and let set
overnight. If substance ddés not jell, boil again for ten minutes.

\

If a cocktail is not your style, how about a mocktail? Try this Recipe for Punch that serves
200.

You’ll need some appetizers to go along with your cocktails. Why don’t you serve the

Plains Special Cheese Ring. It’s a staff favorite around here!

A FAVORITE RECIPE OF ROSALYNN CARTER

"Plains Special" Cheese Ring

1 pound grated sharp cheese

1 cup finely chopped nuts

1 cup mayonnaise

1 small onion, finely grated
Black pepper

Dash cayenne

Strawberry preserves, optional

Combine all ingredients but preserves, seasoming to taste
with pepper. Mix well and place in 5 or 6 cup ring mold.
Refrigerate until firm, for several hours or overnight.

To serve, unmold, and if desired, fill center with straw-
berry preserves, or serve plain, with crackers.

Carter family Christmas portrait,
12/25/1978. National Archives Identifier

Plains Special Cheese Ring Recipe. National

Archives Identifier 6783885

182893

Is it Dressing or Stuffing? Bess Truman called hers “Turkey Dressing” and the recipe

includes sausage, rice and pecans. Mrs. Truman has a second Turkey Dressing recipe if you

prefer a bread base with the option of adding oysters.


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/139308885?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
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Recipe for Turkey Dressing. National Archives

Photograph of President Harry S. Truman and

Identifier 139303816 Mrs. Bess Truman on the Porch of Their

Independence, Missouri Home, 1953. National

Archives Identifier 596500

Looking for some side dishes? Rosalynn Carter shared a favorite recipe for Eggplant
Souffle. In true 1950s style, this Eisenhower recipe for Honeydew Melon, Filled and Frosted
includes Jello. You can also try the Georgia Sweet Potato Souffle found on page 5 of The

Republican Congressional Cook Book.

GEORGIA
GEORGIA SWEET POTATO SOUFFLE

2 cups mashed sweet potatoes
¥ cup sweet milk

4 tablespoons butter

4 epgs well beaten
14 cup Georgia pecans
¥ cup sugar
!aﬁ cup sherry

8 Marshmallows

Measure 2 cups of cooked mashed Georgia sweet potatoes. Beat
until smooth, then add milk and well beaten eggs, a pinch of salt
and 14 cup of sugar. Stir in Georgia pecans and sherry last. Bake
in hot oven (about 376° F.) for 20 minutes. The last three minutes
place marshmallows on top and allow to brown.

MRS. CAPERS RICE
Republican National Committeewoman for Georgia

The Republican Congressional Cook Book, ca. 1962. National Archives Identifier 30806124
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Do you like to serve bread, rolls or biscuits? There are lots of options that can be found in

the Catalog. Try Sequoia Orange Biscuits or Bran Rolls. If you are looking for a recipe that

reads like a baking show challenge, try Bess Truman’s Drop Biscuits where the recipe

doesn’t include information on how to bake the biscuits.

Baking Biscuits at Fort Dix, 9/1/1954. National Archives Identifier 7385035

Time for dessert! Do you serve pumpkin or pecan pie for Thanksgiving? Why choose just

one? Whip up Nancy Reagan’s Pumpkin Pecan Pie. Or skip the pie all together and make a

cake. Try the Truman family’s 200 Year Old Pound Cake, Rosalynn Carter’s recipe for

Japanese Fruit Cake, or adjust the proportions and make the White House Wedding Cake

for Tricia Nixon Cox's Wedding.

White House Executive Chef Cris Comerford

Salvation Army Girls, Gladys and Irene plates Quinoa Black Bean and Corn Salad in
Mclintyre, Myrtle Turkington and Stella Young, the Old Family Dining Room of the White
with steel helmets and gas masks, making House before the Kids' State Dinner, Aug. 20,

pies free for soldiers. 26th Division, Ansonville, 2012. The salad was a winning recipe from
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France., 4/9/1918. National Archives Identifier Haile Thomas, 11, of Arizona. National
55181227 Archives Identifier 178713402

Looking for more? Browse a selection of additional recipes in our Catalog. If you’ve tried
any of these recipes, we'd love to know how they turned out! Email us at

catalog@nara.gov.

And be sure to check out National Archives News for Thanksgiving records and stories

from the National Archives.

We can’t let Thanksgiving go by without expressing our gratitude to each and every one of
our Catalog users and Citizen Archivists. We especially want to thank you for your patience
through last week’s Catalog maintenance. We are grateful every day for your time and

efforts that help make the records of the National Archives more searchable online.

Wishing you a happy and healthy Thanksgiving from all of us at the National Archives!

US National Archives on GIPHY

Ready to relax after a big meal? Take a look at our latest Citizen Archivist missions, and
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jump in to participate! Our latest missions include Escape and Evasion reports from World
War I, American Civil War military service records, Reports of Clerks, Wagonmasters, and
Printers Employed at Various Posts, 1865, and more. Every contribution you make helps
make these records easier to find in our Catalog.

An air controlman eats Thanksgiving dinner while keeping an eye on the radar scope in the
helicopter direction center aboard the amphibious assault ship USS OKINAWA (LPH 3),

11/26/1987. Scene Camera Operator: PH2 (Sw) Jeffrey A. Elliott. National Archives Identifier
6432955

Every word you transcribe helps to make these records more searchable and accessible
online. Get started transcribing!

New to the Citizen Archivist program? Learn how to register and get started.
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Have a question? Find your answer on History Hub!

Who was the first president to pardon a
turkey at Thanksgiving?

I’m looking for collections of farmers’ radio
shows including “Radio Recipes.”

Where can I find guide books, maps, and
other records from the Oregon Trail?

How can I access the archived records of
the U.S. Food Administration?

I need help translating the French items on
this steamship dinner menu from 1911.

See our recent newsletter for more details, information, and instructions about using

History Hub for your research.



https://historyhub.history.gov/welcome?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/welcome?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/8988?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/7311?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/12597?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/11631?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/1548?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=recipes-nov2021
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Citizen Archivists, there's a group just for you! You can share tips and strategies, find new

challenges, and get support for your work. Get started with our poll: What kinds of records

do you like to transcribe?

Make History Hub your first stop! You can ask—or answer—questions on History Hub, or

see if your question has already been answered.

S

History
history.gov ‘

COVID-19 Update

The National Archives is committed to the health and safety of our visitors and staff. We are
closely monitoring the situation regarding COVID-19, and we are working with public
health officials and our counterpart agencies to monitor and respond to the evolving
conditions and following CDC guidelines.

For more information, visit https://www.archives.gov/coronavirus

Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.
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