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What’s in a name? Help make naturalization records
name searchable

What’s in a name? Quite a lot, it turns out, if you are searching for a petition for

naturalization and do not know the court of naturalization or petition number. And if

you’re in the midst of family or historical research, you’re probably already looking for

these records (or you soon will be!). Even though petitions for naturalization filed prior to

October 1906 typically contain less information than those filed after that date, these

records can be an invaluable resource and remain some of our most requested records at

the National Archives at New York City. 

(L) Photograph of Immigrants on a Ferry Boat Near Ellis Island. National Archives Identifier 594479


(R) Photograph of Immigrants Outside a Building on Ellis Island. National Archives Identifier 595650

This series of Petitions for Naturalization, newly added to the Catalog, contains copies of

naturalization records for individuals who filed in Federal, state and local courts in New

York from 1790 through 1906. As a general rule, the National Archives does not hold

naturalization records created in State or local courts. However, because this series of

records is comprised of copies of the originals, our New York office maintains petitions for
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naturalization filed through Federal, state, and local courts in New York City for the years

1794-1906.

Court of Common Pleas for the City and County of New York (514-516), page 565. National Archives

Identifier 81687467

Still not convinced you need to track down these records? Well, that’s where the Catalog

comes in! This significant part of our naturalization collection was recently added to the

Catalog. The entire series of petitions for naturalization filed through Federal, state, and

local courts in New York City prior to October 1906 (over 598 records!) are available in the

Catalog in their entirely--the whole record! The records contain the petitioner's name, age,

place of birth, occupation, date and place of emigration, as well as date and place of

arrival in the United States.


These records are not yet searchable by name in our Catalog, but that’s where you come

in! Help us make these records more searchable by tagging the records with the

petitioner’s name, or go a step further and transcribe the entire record.  

Here is an example of a petition for naturalization. Look for the names of the petitioners
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within the record and type the names you see in the Tag field. This now makes the record

searchable by name!

US District Court for the City and County of New York (4-5), page 27. National Archives Identifier

81569553


Look for names of petitioners within the naturalization records.Tag the names so
they’re searchable. No need to transcribe the entire page (but we won’t stop you!).

Today's Document

Citizen Archivist Takeover!

We love finding gems to feature on our Today's Document accounts. Have you ever wanted

to be the one digging through our Catalog? Here's your chance!

Get Started Tagging!
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To celebrate American Archives month, we are hosting a takeover of our Today's

Document accounts for the whole month of October. Participating is easy! Simply click our

search link to browse the documents, or choose one of your favorites. Once you've found a

document you think would make a great feature, enter it through our submission form. We

hope you love it as much as we do!

Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.
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