
This session highlights a frequent occurrence in genealogy 

research; multiple people with the same name, living in the 

same area.  Using an example of a Michigan homesteader, 

who fought in the Civil War, this lecture outlines a process 

for identifying individuals in order to determine the correct 

ancestor. 

Jean Nudd 

Finding the Correct Ancestor: 
Civil War Soldiers and Homesteads 
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Jean Nudd is an archivist with the National Archives and 

Records Administration, working for Research Services 

where she does on-line catalog work, creates on-line 

databases and helps regional facilities with other duties.  

Prior to this, Jean worked for 3 years at the Boston office 

and she ran the microfilm reading room at the Pittsfield 

facility of the National Archives for 17 years helping 

genealogists.   She started her archival career at the Arizona 

State Archives.  Jean earned her Bachelors degree in 

history from Plymouth State College in Plymouth, New 

Hampshire and her Masters from Arizona State University 

in local history societies. 

Jean Nudd 
Archivist 

National Archives 

at Boston 
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1862 Homestead Act 

• Priority to Civil War veterans 

• Anyone could get 160 acres land 

• Veterans could get additional land, up to 
another 160 acres 

• Specific requirements to homestead 

– Live on land for 5 years 

– Make improvements to land 

– Prove improvements made 
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M25, Bureau of Land Management 

• Correspondence files 

 

• Last 3 rolls document Civil War veterans 
additional homestead requests 

 

• Pittsfield volunteers indexed these rolls 

 

• Useful to genealogists? 
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Charles Rockwell 

• Two letters in M25 concerning Charles 

Rockwell’s request for additional land in 

Michigan 

• Charles Rockwell is a pretty common 

name – in the 1870 Michigan census there 

are 11 Charles Rockwells listed 

• Let’s look at the census first to see what 

we can discover about Charles Rockwell 
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1870 Charles Rockwells 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1823 in Ohio 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1814 in New York 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1861 in Michigan 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1840 in New York 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1835 in Connecticut 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1811 in Pennsylvania 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1862 in Michigan 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1848 in Michigan 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1823 in New York 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1830 in New York 

• Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1851 in New York 
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Who can we eliminate? 

• Age immediately lets us eliminate 5 of 

them: 
 

– Charles born 1861 in Michigan 

– Charles born 1862 in Michigan 

– Charles born 1848 in Michigan 

– Charles born 1851 in New York 

– Charles born in 1811 in Pennsylvania 

probably too old 
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What else can we do? 

• Fairly common problem in genealogical 

research – how do we know which person 

is our ancestor when we are searching for 

common names 

• What techniques and records can we use 

to sort out the remaining 7 Charles 

Rockwells? 

  Session 8                                                                                                                Slide 10 of 92   



Steps in Finding The Correct 

Ancestor 

• Determine where your ancestor lived so 
you can check records for that area; 
determine if (s)he had siblings, children, 
war service – anything that makes him/her 
stand out from the crowd 

• Use every type of record you can think of 
– vital records, census, newspapers, city 
directories, genealogies, tax lists – even if 
they don’t contain personal information 
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Steps, cont. 

• If more than one person by that name lived in 
the same place, find person-specific records to 
find information on each person with that name 
so you can tell them apart – vital records, 
pension files, deeds, probate, occupational, 
voting lists, tax rolls 

• Use collateral lines to help you set your ancestor 
apart from others with the same name 

• Collect as much information on that name in that 
place as you can – be exhaustive in your search 
examining every type of record, even those that 
might not have ages or family information 

  Session 8                                                                                                                Slide 12 of 92   



Steps, cont. 

• Record complete information from each 
record source – exact dates, any 
relationships either implied or specific, 
witnesses, neighbors, signatures, land 
descriptions or locations, etc. 

• Understand the records you collect; 
evaluate records you find and assemble 
the information into a useable framework – 
Don’t just collect information but analyze it 
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Steps, cont. 

• Try putting the facts you collect into graph form 

or a timeline arranged by given name, then 

location, religion, neighbors, or any other 

variables that can help sort out information 

• Refocus your research as you assemble the 

facts found in records – don’t just collect records 

and facts but use the pieces you collect to ask 

questions to take you to the next step in your 

research 
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So Where to Start with Charles 

Rockwell? 

• We know our Charles Rockwell had to be 

a Civil War soldier 

 

• We don’t know where he was born, what 

state he might have served from, etc. 

 

• What records can we check to find this 

information out? 
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Records to look at 

• Since he’s a Civil War soldier, let’s look at 

www.itd.nps.gov/cwss to see what Charles 

Rockwells are listed as serving in the Civil War 

• Let’s check the pension index for the Civil War to 

see if we can find Charles Rockwells living in 

Michigan who received pensions for their service 

• Let’s see if there are any Charles Rockwells in 

Michigan who received Civil War service 

gravestones 
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www.itd.nps.gov/cwss 

• Easy to search 

• We know our Charles Rockwell had to be 

a Union soldier since he filed for a home-

stead 

• It also includes brief regimental histories 

so we can see where it was founded and 

what action it saw 
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Charles Rockwells 

• CR – 140th Ohio Infantry 

• CR – 15th NY Engineers 

• CR – 49th PA Infantry 

• CR – 70th IL Infantry 

• CR – 56th IL Mechanics 

• CR – 40th NJ Infantry 

• CR – 8th MA Infantry 

• CR – 49th MA Infantry 

• CR – 149th PA Infantry 

• CR – 5th PA Reserve Inf. 

• CR – 123rd US Colored 
Inf. 

• CR – 137th NY Infantry 

• CR – 102nd NY Infantry 

• CR – 119th IL Infantry 

• CR – 17th PA Cavalry 

• CR – 128th OH Infantry 

• CR – 13th PA Cavalry 

• CR – 5th CT Infantry 

• CR – 92nd NY Infantry 

• CR – 28th WI Infantry 

• CR – 46th IL Infantry 

• CR – 49th MA Infantry 
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From www.civilwararchives.com 
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T288, Pension Index 

• Three Charles Rockwells in the pension 
rolls 

– Charles Rockwell, widow Mary A., served F 
15th NY Engineers, pensioned 1882 in 
Michigan, widow pensioned 1890 

– Charles Rockwell, widow Lucretia I., served B 
56th IL Mechanics, pensioned 1892 in 
Michigan, widow pensioned 1911 

– Charles Rockwell, no widow listed, served C 
20th US Infantry, pensioned 1903 in Michigan 
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M1845, Civil War Headstones 

• Only one Charles Rockwell listed in this 

publication – 

 

– Charles Rockwell, pvt., Co. F, 15th Regiment, 

NY Engineers, buried cemetery at Ravenna, 

Michigan, died May 6, 1886 
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Which Charles Rockwell? 

• We have 7 in the 1870 Census in Michigan 

• We have 22 who served in the Civil War 

• We have 3 who received pensions in Michigan 

• We have 1 who received a Civil War headstone 

• Where should we go next? Maybe Civil War 
pension files will give us more information about 
these Charles Rockwells – need to order from 
DC so what can we do in the meantime? 

• Let’s number the CRs we found in the pension 
index 1, 2 and 3 and see what we can find out 
about each of them. 
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Charles Rockwell #1 

• The first one we find in the pension index is 

Charles Rockwell, widow Mary A., who served in 

the F15th New York Engineers and died around 

1890 since that’s when his widow was 

pensioned 

• The Charles Rockwell who had a headstone 

served in the F15th NY Engineers and is buried 

in Ravenna, died May 6, 1886 

• Is he on the census? 
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Charles Rockwell #1 

• On the 1890 Census of Union veterans and widows, Mary A. listed 
as widow of Charles in Chester, enlisted Sept. 5, 1864, discharged 
June 13, 1865, rank private, regiment 15th NY Engineers  

• Same Charles appears on the 1880 census in Chester, wife Mary A. 
and son James along with a Phillip O. Averill, Charles’ occupation is 
shoemaker  

• Charles Rockwell on the 1870 Michigan census born in New York in 
1823, post office is Ravenna, living in Chester, Ottawa County, wife 
Mary A. 

• 1860 census in New York, in Camillus, Onondaga Co., he’s a 
farmer, living with wife Mary A. and children Granville, Theresa, and 
James but also Ebenezer (age 76) and Ann (age 70) Cates!  In-laws 
perhaps? 

• 1850 census also in Camillus, Onondaga Co., New York, again 
listed with wife Mary A and Ebenezer Cates, 66 and Anna Cates 64.  
Charles listed as a shoemaker, Ebenezer as a farmer 
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What else can we check for this 

Charles Rockwell? 

• The first things that come to my mind are 

the New York state census and the 1850 

and 1860 agricultural census as well as 

his pension file 

 

• Turns out the New York State Archives 

has more on Civil War soldiers that might 

prove helpful! 
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New York State Census 

• 1855 NY State Census lists Charles Rockwell, age 32, 
laborer, born Onondaga, married, nothing under years 
lived in this city/town, farmer, native voter, owns land 

• With him in the household are his wife, Mary A., age 28, 
born Onondaga, resided in Camillus 9 years; children 
Grenville age 6, Theresey M. age 4, Emily age 2 and 
James 2/12 

• Ebenezer Cates age 72, relationship father, born Maine, 
married, resided in Camillus 9 years, no occupation, 
native voter, owns land and his wife Anna age 66 as well 
as a nephew Ebenezer Conway, age 12, lived in 
Camillus 9 years, born Onondaga 
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1860 U.S. Agricultural Census 

• The 1850 listing is a good example of mix-ups 
that can occur in census records – It lists Eber 
Rockwell rather than Charles Rockwell or 
Ebenezer Cates! 

• 1860 lists C. Rockwell in Camillus, owns 50 
acres, 44 improved, cash value of land $2500, 2 
horses, 3 milch cows, other cattle 3, sheep 4, 
swine 4, value of livestock $405, grew 65 
bushels of wheat, 50 bushels of corn, 100 
bushels of oats, 1000 pounds of tobacco, 
various vegetables like peas and potatoes, 400 
pounds of butter and 20 pounds of honey 
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New York State Archives 

• Perhaps the most interesting items found 

concerning this Charles Rockwell were at 

the NYSA – 

– Complete Record . . . composing the quotas 

of the troops furnished to the U.S. from each 

town in New York 

– Adjutant General’s Office, compiled muster 

roll abstracts of Civil War soldiers 
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Adjutant General’s records 

• Arranged by county, then town and then 
alphabetically by surname of soldier 

• Listing for Charles Rockwell in Camillus, 
Onondaga Co., tells us that he was age 44 
when he enlisted Sept. 5, 1864 from 
Camillus, discharged June 13, 1865 at Ft. 
Berry, Virginia, born in Geddes, NY, had 
grey eyes, brown hair, light complexion, 
and was 5’10” tall. 
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Complete Record of Troops 

• Microfilmed for each town 

• Under Camillus, we find Charles Rockwell, born 
April 10, 1821 in Onondagas Co., private in the 
15th Cavalry, enlisted Sept. 15, 1864, mustered 
in Sept. 19, town paid a bounty of $150 while the 
county paid a bounty of $1000, town didn’t pay 
the family any relief for his service, listed as 
married, also gives parents names – father 
Elkany, a laborer and Ann Barder mother.  Last 
column of remarks lists Charles as still living in 
Camillus when the register was completed. 
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Charles Rockwell #1 

• So what have we learned about CR#1? 
– Born in Geddes, Onondaga Co., NY 

– Born April 10, 1821 

– 5’10” tall, light complexion, grey eyes, brown eyes 

– Married Mary Ann Cates 

– Parents Elkany & Ann Barder 

– Father born CT, mother born NY 

– Had 4 children, 1 died young 

– Served in the 15th NY Engineers, Co. F 

– Enlisted Sept, 5, 1864 in NY 

– Discharged June 13, 1865, Ft. Barry, VA 

– Modestly successful farmer & part-time shoemaker 

– Moved to Michigan in 1866, settled in Ravenna, Chester, Ottawa Co. 

– Died May 6, 1886 

– Received a Civil War gravestone 
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Charles Rockwell #1 pension 

• We’ve learned a great deal about this Charles 

Rockwell but nothing that tells us if he was the 

homesteader!  Let’s look at his pension file. 

• To get a Civil War pension, the veteran had to 

be injured during the war – CR #1 suffered from 

rheumatism on the left side, and his pension 

gives us a pretty detailed account of how the 

injury happened near Ft. Marion 
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Charles #1 pension, cont. 

• Mary as his widow also allowed a pension 

but had to prove she was his widow – 

• Number of affidavits in the file to prove this 

• Several of these affidavits contain 

information not only on their life in 

Michigan but also their life in Onondaga 

Co. 
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Mary’s pension papers 

• Most interesting affidavit in the file gives 

us information that Charles #1 is probably 

NOT the homesteader – from William 

Averill, age 64, a resident of Casnovia, 

Muskegon Co., Michigan, a long-time 

acquaintance of Charles and Mary 

Rockwell 
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How do we know Charles #1 not 

the homesteader? 

• The smallest acreage of land available to 
homestead was 160 acres or a quarter section 

• Charles Rockwell #1 had only 40 acres of land 
in Michigan with a mortgage, about the same as 
his holdings in New York 

• A search of www.glorecords.blm.gov, patents, 
lists 2 homestead entries for Charles Rockwell, 
in Michigan, both under the Act of 1862, so our 
homesteader had not just 160 acres allowed but 
an additional homestead of 160 acres for a total 
of 320 acres of land 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• The pension card for Charles Rockwell #2 

lists his widow as Lucretia and service as 

B56 Illinois Mechanics and Fusileers, filed 

1892 with widow’s pension filed 1911 – so 

we know Charles #2 was alive until about 

1911 

• Let’s start again with the census – 1910 

first and then backwards to 1850 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• The 1910 census shows Charles 

Rockwell, age 77, born Connecticut, with 

wife Lucretia, age 66, living in Maple 

Grove, Manistee Co.  Lucretia had borne 6 

children with 3 living. 

• On the 1900 census, Charles’ birth is 

given as Sept. 1832 and he owns his farm 

free of mortgage. 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• The 1890 Veterans Schedules for 

Michigan show Charles G. Rockwell, 

farmer in Maple Grove, enlisted Oct. 11, 

1861, discharged Jan. 11, 1862, Co. B., 1st 

Michigan Fusileers – not quite in 

agreement with his pension card! 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• Now we know this Charles was born in 

CT, we can search earlier census records. 

• In 1850, there’s just one Charles Rockwell 

in Michigan born in CT – age 17, living 

with his parents, Charles G. (49) and Sara 

(44) in Pontiac, Oakland Co., father is a 

farmer. 

• In 1860, Sara is the head of the household 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• The 1870 census shows Charles #2 

married to Lucretia, living in Bear Lake, 

Manistee Co., real estate valued at $500 

and he had $150 in personal property 

• By 1880, they had 3 children, confirms that 

his parents were born in CT, living in 

Maple Grove, Manistee Co. 
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1870 Mortality Schedule 

• We saw on the 1910 census, that Lucretia 
and Charles had had 6 children but only 3 
were living.   

• On the 1870 census, they didn’t have any 
children but by 1880 they had 3 listed on 
the census. 

• A search on Ancestry located a listing for a 
Charles Rockwell in Bear Lake who died in 
1869 
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Charles Rockwell #2 

• Again, to find complete information on this 
man, other places to search would be 
state census as well as the agricultural 
schedules for Michigan. 

• We could again order his pension file from 
Washington 

• And, of course, since we have the 
homestead numbers from the M25 letter, 
we should order the Land Entry file 
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Land Entry Papers 

• Bureau of Land Management has a database of 
public land patents available on-line at 
www.glorecords.blm.gov 

• Only 2 listings in Michigan for Charles Rockwell 
– first filed Feb. 10, 1874 at Traverse City, 
#1475 

• Second filed Nov. 20, 1877 at Ionia #2791 – the 
one we know is the additional homestead from 
M25 so both have to be the same CR 

• Unlike land purchase files, homestead files can 
have significantly more information in them 
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Land Entry File 

• Homestead Entry file #2791, gives CR title 

of the east half of northwest quarter, 

section 21 in township 18N, range 16W 

• Affidavit in the file from the War Dept. 

acknowledges CR enrolled on Oct. 11, 

1861 at Pontiac, MI, in Co. B. of the 

Mechanics and Fusileers, 56th Regt. Of the 

IL Volunteers for 3 years 
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Land Entry File, cont. 

• Discharged Jan. 28, 1862 at Camp 

Douglas, Chicago, IL, from Co. B, 1st Regt 

of Mechanics and Fusileers 

 

• Includes personal information that Charles 

was born in Fairfield, CT, age 29 at the 

time of enlistment in 1861, five’ 10” tall, 

fresh complexion, blue eyes, brown hair 
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Which is the right Charles 

Rockwell? 

• Let’s look at the information we’ve 
collected on CR#2 to see if he is the 
homesteader – 

• Homesteader born in CT – 1850-1910 
census, CR#2 is the only Charles 
Rockwell living in MI born in CT 

• Served in the 56th IL Mechanics – CR#2, 
according to his pension card, served in 
the 56th IL Mechanics 
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What do we know about CR#2? 

• Born in Fairfield, Connecticut 

• Born September 1832 

• 5’10” tall, fresh complexion, blue eyes, brown hair 

• Married Lucretia ? 

• Parents Charles G. and Sara? 

• Both parents born in Connecticut 

• Had 6 children, 3 died young 

• Served in 56th IL Volunteers, Co. B, Mechanics 

• Enlisted Oct. 11, 1861 at Pontiac, MI 

• Discharged Jan. 28, 1862 at Camp Douglas, Chicago, IL 

• Farmer 

• Injured in the Civil War and filed for a pension 

• Widow also received a pension 

• Moved to Michigan before 1850, lived first in Pontiac, homesteaded in Maple Grove 

• Died between May 15, 1910 and Oct. 6, 1911 

• Did not have a Civil War gravestone 
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Homesteader 

• Just to be absolutely sure that CR#2 is our 

homesteader, let’s look at a map and 

make sure that the location given in the 

homestead file is in Maple Grove, 

Manistee Co. 

  Session 8                                                                                                                Slide 86 of 92   



Homestead 

• We see from the map that Manistee Co.’s 

western border is Lake Michigan.  

• Going east from Lake Michigan are Onekama, 

Bear Creek and then Maple Grove 

• Plat map for Township 23-N shows it to border 

Lake Michigan and shows Portage Lake in the 

bottom left quadrant 

• Atlas shows Portage Lake right next to 

Onekama 
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Township Atlas of the United 

States, Vol. 1 
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Conclusions 

• So CR#2 was the homesteader! 

• If we wanted to continue researching 

CR#2, what would be our next steps? 

– History of Fairfield, CT 

– Rockwell genealogies, Barbour Collection (CT 

vital recods) 

– CT State Archives 

– Michigan state census from LDS and 1850-

1880 agricultural schedules as well as his 

pension file 
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Questions? 

Jean Nudd, Archivist 

NARA Boston 

380 Trapelo Road 

Waltham, MA 02452 

jean.nudd@nara.gov 
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Presenter didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 
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