
Poster



2024 Genealogy Series 

Welcome! 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to 
present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research. 

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the 
government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our 
records that relate to family history and to make those records available to 
you through the Genealogy Series. 

Series



About the Sessions 

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the 
National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical 
research. 

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the 
United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced 
family historians—all are welcome! 



Join the Conversation 

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a 
session’s premiere. 

Live Chat on YouTube: Log in and type your questions comments 

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series 
conversation using #GenealogySeries2024 



Instructions 

Show More 
• slides 
• handout 
• evaluation 

Chat 
• log in 
• participate 
• ask questions 

Videos and presentation materials 
remain available after the premiere date. 

Closed 
Captions 



Schedule 

May 21 
1 p.m. ET 

Welcome and Introductions 

May 21 
1:05 p.m. ET 

Passport Records: Passport Applications at NARA, 1790s–1925 
Claire Kluskens 

May 28 
1 p.m. ET 

After Their Service: Tracing the Lives of Native American Army Scouts 
Cody White 

June 4 
1 p.m. ET 

Captured German Records Related to American Prisoners of War During 
World War II 
Rachael Salyer 

Schedule, May 21– June 4



Schedule 

June 18 
1 p.m. ET 

Alien Files (A-Files): Researching Immigrant Ancestors at the National 
Archives 
Elizabeth Burnes 

June 25 
1 p.m. ET 

World War II Enemy Alien Records Related to Japanese Americans at the 
National Archives 
David Castillo, Ruth Chan, and Katharine Seitz 

June 25 
following 1 
p.m. session 

Closing Remarks 

Schedule, June 18 – June 25



Session Overview 

After Their Service: 
Tracing the Lives of Native American Scouts 

Military exploits of the U.S. Army’s late-19th-century Native American scouts 
are well known, but tracing their post-service history can be challenging. 
Using Hairy Moccasin (Crow) as a case study, this talk will explore records 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
flesh out his long and, at times, tragic life. Records and methods discussed 
can be used by anyone tracing Native genealogy from 1880 to 1930. 



Presenter Biography 

Cody White 

Cody White is an archivist at the National 
Archives at Denver and a Subject Matter Expert 
for Native American Related Records. He holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in history from the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities and a Master of Library 
and Information Science from UCLA. He has been 
with the National Archives since 2012. 



After Their Service: 
Tracing the Lives of Native American Scouts 

Cody White 
Archivist, National Archives at Denver 

Subject Matter Expert (SME) for Native American Related Records 



Meet Private Hairy Moccasin (Crow) 

“Photograph from ‘The Vanishing Race’ by Dr. 
Joseph K. Dixon, taken during the Last Great 
Indian Council, held in the valley of the Little 
Horn, Montana. Hairy Moccasin, a noted Custer 
scout, of the Crow tribe, bearing the Indian name 
of Esup-ewyshes.” 

(National Archives Identifier: 329585478) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/329585478


Setting the stage: the 19th-century Indian Wars 

"The Trans-Mississippi West: Some 
Posts, Tribes, and Battles of the 
Indian Wars, 1860–1890," Map 35, 
1988, Office of the Chief of Military 
History, U.S. Army. 

Disclaimer: this undated U.S. Army-created 
map is a product of an earlier time in history 
and uses outdated Tribal names. It, however, 
retains utility in the wealth of location data for 
the myriad Army outposts that sprang up 
across the West and gives good context for the 
breadth of the conflict. 

https://history.army.mil/books/amh/AMH-14.htm
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Detailed view of "The 
Trans-Mississippi West: 
Some Posts, Tribes, and 
Battles of the 
Indian Wars, 1860–1890," 
Map 35, 1988, Office of 
the Chief of Military 
History, U.S. Army. 

https://history.army.mil/books/amh/AMH-14.htm
https://history.army.mil/books/amh/AMH-14.htm
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Enemies: the Crow and the Lakota 

Excerpt from Crow Indian Agent Clapp to Commissioner Smith, August 5, 1876. 
(National Archives Identifier: 2658533) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2658533


Hairy Moccasin enlists 

Hairy Moccasin, along with his 
father, Little Face, enlisted as Indian 
Scouts on April 11, 1876, at the Crow 
Indian Agency. 

(National Archives Identifier: 593325) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593325


Battle of Little Bighorn/Battle of the Greasy Grass 
“Photograph from ‘The Vanishing 
Race’, by Dr. Joseph K. Dixon, taken 
during the Last Great Indian Council, 
held in the valley of the Little Horn, 
Montana. ‘Here Custer Fell.’” 
(National Archives Identifier: 329585514) 

White Man Runs Him’s recollections of 
the battle in 1926. 
(National Archives Identifier: 311179875) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/329585514
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311179875?objectPage=95
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311179875?objectPage=95
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311179875?objectPage=95


For more resources on Indian Scout service… 

Lead the Way: Researching U.S. Army Indian Scouts, 1866–1914, by Trevor Plante, Prologue, 41(2) 2009 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2009/summer/indian.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2009/summer/indian.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2009/summer/indian.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2009/summer/indian.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2009/summer/indian.html


Back to the reservation 

Map of the Crow Reservation, surveyed and 
drawn by 1st Lt. C. C. Doane, 2nd Cavalry, 
under instructions from the Interior 
Department, 1873–1874. 

(National Archives Identifier: 221149222) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/221149222


Records of the Crow Indian Agency 

The National Archives at Denver 

https://www.archives.gov/denver


Reservation census: 1886 

Hairy Moccasin, 33, and Quick, 26, have two sons: six-year-
old Fire Head and one-year-old Kills the Mud Thrower. 
Quick’s 65-year-old mother, Strikes the Fighter, also lives 
with them. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation census: 1891 

Family is same as 1886. 
(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation census: 1894 

After losing both sons in 1893, Hairy Moccasin, 41, and Quick, 34, now have two new sons: 
four-year-old Bird Eggs and three-year-old No Wife. Strikes the Fighter is now 73. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation Census: 1895 

As noted in the 1886 census, Quick’s mother Strikes the Fighter passed away around this 
time and is no longer listed. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation census: 1896 

Example of census form sent to 
the Office of Indian Affairs 
headquarters, and the local 
carbon copy. Only Hairy 
Moccasin, Quick, and Bird Eggs 
are listed. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation census: 1898 

Hairy Moccasin and Quick welcome their first daughter, Mary Hairy Moccasin. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Reservation census: 1902 

Just Hairy Moccasin and son Birds Eggs after Quick’s death in 1901. 

(National Archives Identifier: 5726516) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5726516


Reservation censuses: 1905 and 1907 

Hairy Moccasin is all alone. 

(National Archives Identifier: 5726516) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5726516


Reservation census, 1908 

Enter Strikes First. 
(National Archives Identifier: 1756288) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756288


Register of Indian Families, 1902 

Hairy Moccasin is noted as a 
widower; Birds Eggs and Mary 
Hairy Moccasin are listed but 
notes their death dates 
during the next three years. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756390) 

For more on these registers, visit the 
History Hub blog “Get to Know Your 
Office of Indian Affairs Volumes; the 
1901 Register of Indian Families” 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756390
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-volumes-the-1901-register-of-indian-families
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-volumes-the-1901-register-of-indian-families
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/get-to-know-your-office-of-indian-affairs-volumes-the-1901-register-of-indian-families


Birth and Death Registers, 1890–1921 
Fire Head, 1881–1893 
Kills the Mud Thrower, 1885–1893 
No Wife, 1892–1896 
Mary Hairy Moccasin, 1897–1902 
Bird Eggs, 1889–1903 
Quick, 1861–1901 

(National Archives Identifier: 1903232) 

For more on these records visit the 
History Hub blog “Birth and Death on the 
Reservation as seen in Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Records” 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1903232
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/birth-and-death-on-the-reservation-as-seen-in-bureau-of-indian-affairs-records
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/birth-and-death-on-the-reservation-as-seen-in-bureau-of-indian-affairs-records
https://historyhub.history.gov/native-american-records/b/native-american-records-blog/posts/birth-and-death-on-the-reservation-as-seen-in-bureau-of-indian-affairs-records


Land allotment 



Land allotment 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (left) and 
General Land Office (right) tract books. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1910428) 

Land allotment, cont.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1910428


Land allotment 

In addition to tract books, lists of allottees 
were often compiled by agencies. Here is 

Hairy Moccasin noted on such a list. 
(National Archives Identifier: 1923736) 

Land allotment, cont. (2)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1923736


Land allotment 

Office of Surveyor General of Montana 1887 Township Survey Plat. (National Archives Identifier: 2406691) 

Land allotment, cont. (3)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2406691


Annuities 

Annuity payroll excerpt, 1892. 

(National Archives Identifier: 1756580) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1756580


Did Hairy Moccasin ever work for the Crow Agency? 

Example of an Office of Indian 
Affairs Service Record Card. 

(National Archives Identifier: 3758184) 

All Office of Indian Affairs Official 
Personnel Files (OPF) 1850–1951 
are held by the National Archives 
at St. Louis. 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/3758184
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/opf
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/opf


Hairy Moccasin’s “signature” 

Thumbprint Record. (National Archives Identifier: 1803560) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1803560


Industrial Surveys, 1921–1929 

Alexander Crane, Crow Reservation Industrial Survey. 
(National Archives Identifier: 1899054) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1899054


The death of Hairy Moccasin 

Hairy Moccasin passed away on October 
10, 1922, from tuberculosis. 

(National Archives Identifier: 6984918) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6984918


The historical record continues 

Will of Hairy Moccasin. (National Archives Identifier: 1807683) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1807683


Military pension case files: genealogical goldmine 

Awarded to the veteran or their widow for service during war, 
these are currently being digitized at the National Archives in 
Washington, DC, including those for service during the Indian 
Wars. Here we see volunteers digitizing these files at the National 
Archives Innovation Hub. 



Helping Crow veterans get their pensions 

Letter and handwritten list of Crow scouts found in the Crow 
Agency file “650 Indians as Scouts.” Starting in 1921 the 
agency worked with a Washington, DC-based law firm to get 
Crow men and their widows their Army pensions. 
(National Archives Identifier: 6984812) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6984812


The old way: locate the pension file index card 

Index to Indian Wars Pension Files, 1892–1926, 
NARA microfilm T318, Roll 5, Image 1913, via FamilySearch 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-81WN-93Q6?i=1912&wc=M61R-F68%3A321972701&cc=1979427


The old way: locate the pension file index card 

United States Veterans Administration Master Index, 1917-1940, 
NARA microfilm, Roll 247A, Part 4, Image 3293, via FamilySearch 

(cont.)

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B3CQ-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7R1-Q4ZM


The old way: request file using application number 

https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/ 

https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe?SWECmd=Start&SWEHo=eservices.archives.gov


But…what about those digitized? Just search by name! 

https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

https://catalog.archives.gov/


Thank you, Ellen Russell, for scanning this file! 

Approved Pension File for Strikes-First, Widow of Hairy-Moccasin (alias Sah-pee-wish-ush), Indian Scouts, U.S. Army (WC-
11565) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311179875
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311179875


Hairy Moccasin started application process but passed away 



Strikes First applies…but runs into issues. 



Congressman gets involved 

Congressman Scott Leavitt repeatedly petitioned the Bureau of Pensions for an update on 
Strikes First’s application and protested decisions throughout the process. 



Fellow scouts and family offer testimony 

Scouts White Man Runs Him and Thomas LeForge, Strikes First’s daughter Medicine 
Shell, and Strikes First herself all submitted affidavits chronicling the lives of both Hairy 
Moccasin and Strikes First. 



Strikes First receives pension until her passing in 1931 



Hairy Moccasin’s family as we’ve discovered so far… 



Parting thoughts… 

Special thanks to my colleagues Rose Buchanan, Kayla Dawkins, George Fuller, 
Catherine Brandsen, Anna Csar, Mary Ryan, and Erin Townsend for the various 
scans, answers, suggestions, and editing they provided. 

This talk is dedicated to MaryFrances Ronan, 1942–2024, whose decades-long 
tenure at the National Archives in the field of Native records helped to build the 
foundation we current archivists work from. 

Reintroduced bison herd on the Crow 
Reservation, Bull Elk Ridge in the background, 
1961 (National Archives Identifier: 2674739) 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2674739


After the Broadcast 

Email questions to inquire@nara.gov 

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts 
will remain online at 

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2024 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2024


Feedback 

We value your opinion. 

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help 
us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you! 

Event Evaluation: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Thank You 
Genealogy 
Series Team! 

Huge thanks go to: 

● the presenters, 
● the AV team, 
● the Communications and Marketing Division, 
● employees throughout Research Services, and 
● everyone else who contributed to the success 

of this program. 

We could not produce the Genealogy Series 
without your support! 



Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal 
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration. 

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records 

Know Your Records Program

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records


Questions and Answers in Chat 

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of the 
broadcast, we will continue to take your questions 

in chat for another 10 minutes. 
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