
Welcome!

2021 Genealogy Series

The National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series

of lectures on how to do family research. As one of

the nation’s premier genealogy institutions, it is our

mission to inform the public about the National

Archives’ holdings that relate to family history and to

make those holdings available.



About the Lecture Series

Lectures demonstrate how to use federal records

and other resources for genealogical research for

beginning to experienced family historians. Our

presenters include experts from the National

Archives nationwide representing our facilities in

College Park, MD; Denver, CO; New York City, NY;

St. Louis, MO; and Washington, DC.



Join the conversation!

Live Chat on YouTube:
log in and type your questions 

and comments

Participate with the presenters and other 
family historians during the live event. 

Join us at @USNatArchives
on Twitter #GenieSeries2021



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, May 4
1 p.m. ET

Preserving and Digitizing Personal 
Photo Albums and Scrapbooks

Sara Holmes
Conservator in Preservation Programs
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Noah Durham
Supervisory Preservation Specialist
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Wednesday, May 12
1 p.m. ET

Finding Genealogy Resources and 
Tools on Archives.gov

Sarah Swanson
Website Liaison
National Archives at College Park, MD

Wednesday, May 19
1 p.m. ET

Tips and Tools for Engaging Family 
with Your Research Finds

Missy McNatt
Education Specialist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Dorothy Dougherty
Virtual Public Programs Director
National Archives at New York City, NY

May Schedule



Date Session Title Presenter

Tuesday, June 1
1 p.m. ET

From Here to There: Researching Office 
of Indian Affairs Employees

Cara Moore Lebonick 
Reference Archives Specialist 
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

Cody White
Archivist and Native American Related Records 
Subject Matter Expert
National Archives at Denver, CO

Tuesday, June 8
1 p.m. ET

Civil War Union Noncombatant 
Personnel: Teamsters, Laundresses, 
Nurses, Sutlers, and more

Claire Kluskens
Genealogy/Census Subject Matter Expert and 
Digital Projects Archivist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Tuesday, June 15
1 p.m. ET

Merchant Marine Records 
at The National Archives at St. Louis

Theresa Fitzgerald
Director
National Archives at St. Louis, MO

June Schedule



Chat - log in to 
• participate
• ask questions

Show More
• captioning
• handout
• evaluation

Chat, Captioning, Handout
& Event Evaluation

After the broadcast, the video presentation and 
handout will remain available.



From Here to There: Researching Office 
of Indian Affairs Employees

Researching ancestors who worked for federal agencies is a popular topic at the

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). This presentation will tie

together the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Official Personnel Files (OPF) held in St.

Louis with agency records located in various NARA field sites. The session will open

with what can be found in the OPFs and how to request them. Cara Moore Lebonick

will conduct a deep dive into several OPF's of Native women employed by the BIA.

Cody White will then explore how further information can be found in the regional

records of the BIA. Together Cara and Cody will show how the holdings across the

National Archives can provide a more complete genealogical story.



Presenter Biographies
Meet Cara and Cody

Cara Moore Lebonick 

is a reference archives 

specialist for the 

National Archives at 

St. Louis, where she 

has been employed 

since 2013. She is a 

Ph.D. student at Saint 

Louis University and
holds an M.A. in history and a post baccalaureate 

in museum studies from Southern Illinois 

University as well as an M.A. in American studies 

from Saint Louis University. 

Cody White  is an 

archivist with the 

National Archives at 

Denver and the 

agency Subject 

Matter Expert for 

Native American–

Related Records. He 

holds a B.A. in history

from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities 

and a Master of Library and Information Science 

from University of California, Los Angeles. He 

has been with the National Archives since 2012.

National Archives at St. Louis National Archives at Denver
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From Here to There: 
Researching Office of Indian Affairs Employees

Cara Moore Lebonick and Cody White

June 1, 2021



Official Personnel Folders (OPFs)

Commonly Featured:

• Summary of service

• Application to service
• Efficiency reports

Official Personnel Folders are the records created during an individual’s time in federal service, also called 201 Files. The National 
Archives at St. Louis holds such records for former employees of Executive Branch agencies and the Library of Congress. Archival
records date from the mid-19th century through 1951.

Records of individuals separated from service prior to 1952 are permanently accessioned. These records are in the legal custody of the 
National Archives and accessible to the public.

Certain information is restricted under terms of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (6)) and the Personal Privacy Act.

2The National Archives at St. Louis holds more than 100 
million former executive branch employee and military 

personnel records dating back to the 19th century. 

• Changes in duties and pay
• Correspondence regarding 

appointment or 
circumstances 



Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Official Personnel Folders

3

Mary King, Photograph and Letter; Official 
Personnel Folders—Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs; Record Group 146: 
National Archives, St. Louis.



Bureau of Indian Affairs
Agency within the Department of the Interior

Employed Native Americans, with varying 
preference and minimum tribal affiliations, 
as part of the overall mission

Employed for a full range of positions from 
janitors and laundress to teachers and 
agents up to Superintendents and doctors.  

4



BIA records

What you can find

● Service Record Cards
● OPFs
● Miscellaneous series

What you can track to another source

● Field sites
● National Archives in Washington, DC

5

Mary Dissette, Service Record Card; Official 
Personnel Folders—Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs; Record Group 146: 
National Archives, St. Louis.



Marie S. Haddan

6

Haddan, Marie S.; Official Personnel Folders—
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs; Record Group 146: National Archives, St. 
Louis.
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Haddan Continued



Telling the Tale 8



Movement Opportunities 9



Rare Bits
10



Before and After
11

Mary King, Letter; Official Personnel Folders—
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs; Record Group 146: National Archives, St. 
Louis.

Marie Haddan, Letter(s); Official Personnel 
Folders—Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs; Record Group 146: National 
Archives, St. Louis.



What do you Need 
to Move from Here 
to There? 

12

How do I submit a written request for 
copies of personnel records?

Certain basic information required to 
locate civilian personnel records 
includes:

➔ full name used during federal 
employment (first, middle, last, 
maiden (if applicable)),

➔ date of birth,
➔ name of employing federal agency,
➔ beginning and ending dates of 

federal service

Email [preferred]: stl.archives@nara.gov

www.archives.gov/st-louis/opf

https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/opf


Bureau of Indian Affairs 
agencies, subagencies, 
substations, schools, 
hospitals, and other 
jurisdictions dot the 
west, as seen in this 
1935 map, and so 
records today are 
found at National 
Archives facilities 
nationwide. 

National Archives at College 
Park, Cartographic
(NAID 100306991)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/100306991


A young Marie Haddan in the Dawes 
Commission records, 1906

National Archives at Fort Worth (NAID 44866399)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/44866399


Circa  1937 “Marie 
Haddan” file in Decimal 

Correspondence 
collection, Navajo 

Service

National Archives at Denver 
(NAID 6041235)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6041235


“Two men on horseback follow the herd 
down the road” on the Cheyenne River 

Reservation

National Archives at Kansas City (NAID 285229)

Cheyenne River Agency records are 
held by the National Archives at 

Kansas City!

16

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/285229


Cheyenne River school inspection report, 
1942, from the Central Classified Files

National Archives in Washington, DC (NAID 300324)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300324


“Mid Winter Fair Signs” National Archives at Kansas City (NAID 32207765)

NOTE! 
Records can
vary greatly
by office or 
jurisdiction

Records about 
employees can be 
found in dedicated 

series...

...or buried in 
massive 

administrative 
series

18

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/32207765


Three of many letters written by Mary 
Dissette at the Pueblo and Jicarilla Agency, 

1903, 1895, 1896

National Archives at Denver (NAID 1353890)

Things to find: correspondence
19

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1353890


Things to find: rosters

Mary Dissette at the Santa Fe 
Indian School, 1898 school year

National Archives at Denver 
(NAID 1692901 and 1353902)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1692901
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1353902


Things to find: rosters

Columbia River 
District employees, 

Territory of 
Washington, 1858

National Archives in 
Washington, DC

(NAID 177608227)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/177608227


Things to find: evaluations

Excerpts from efficiency reports of 
staff at Fort Belknap Agency 

National Archives at Denver (NAID 2576614)

22

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2576614


Things to find: inspections and reports

Monthly report and 
inspection report from 
Lodgepole Day School, 
Fort Belknap Agency

National Archives at Denver 
(NAID 2575526 and 2575534)

23

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2575526
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/2575534


Things to find: photographs

Faculty photographs from the 
Albuquerque Indian School

National Archives at Denver (NAID 31491664)

24

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/31491664


Things to find: photographs

New BIA photograph website with digitized photographs searchable by state, tribal 
nation, and topic - such as “Bureau of Indian Affairs personnel

www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/bia/photos/

25

https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/bia/photos/


Things to find: school annuals

The 1982/1983 “Taheta,” Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School, Alaska

National Archives at Seattle (NAID 26437230)

The 1926/1927 “Pow-Wow,” Albuquerque 
Indian School, New Mexico

National Archives at Denver (NAID 68888428)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/26437230
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/68888428


Things to find: where they worked

“Plan of School Building for Miami 
Indians”

National Archives at College Park Cartographic 
(NAID 50926132)

“Government Buildings” at the Fort Berthold Agency

National Archives at Kansas City (NAID 45641529)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/50926132
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45641529


Things to find: miscellaneous paperwork

Various day school records from the Fort 
Belknap Agency. 
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Leave of absence form from the Fort Peck Agency 
National Archives at Denver (NAID 139071249)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/139071249


To research in person, find 
the contact information, 

location, and hours of our 
various National Archives field 

units at 
www.archives.gov/locations

For overview of records, locations, and some digital items, visit 
the National Archives Catalog at https://catalog.archives.gov/

How to research...
29

http://www.archives.gov/locations
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Questions? 30



Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and

downloadable handouts

will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

After the broadcast . . . 

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
mailto:inquire@nara.gov?subject=Genealogy%20Series%20Presentation
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/


We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short 

evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 

quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Feedback

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Educational resources on how to access and do research 
using U.S. Federal Government records held at the 

National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and handouts on

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9


Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video 
portion of the broadcast, we will 

continue to take your questions in 
Chat for another 10 minutes.

Questions & Answers in Chat
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